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INTRODUCTION 


What is there that a woman may not do? She can do everything 
except what Allah has forbidden. The teachings of Islam tell 
us What the limits of behaviour are. Anyone who goes beyond 
these limits is likely to meet trouble, both in this world and in 
the next world. 

The best of women have lived their lives within the limits 
of Allah and have achieved greatness, often through actions 
which even the best of men could not have equalled. They 
have gained the love and respect not only of those who k 
them, but also of those who came to hear about them |] 
after they had died. 

Among the best of women were the wives of the Pro 
Muhammad, may the blessings and peace of Allah be on 
and on his Family and Companions, for he * was the Bes 
Creation, A/l-Outhum, the one who has all good virtues % 
characteristics gathered together in him, and accordingly 
granted him the best of women in marriage. 

Today, even hundreds of years later, young girls still lez 
a little about them and then, as they grow up and becom 
women, they follow their example, seeking the pleasure of Allah. 

This small book is for you, so that, insh’Allah, you will 
learn something that you did not know before. 


vi Introduction 


It has been related by Anas 1bn Malik #s that the Prophet 


Muhammad % said, “Of all the women in all the worlds, these 


are enough for you [meaning that they were the best of women| 
Maryam the daughter of “Imran [and the mother of Jesus, peac« 


be on them]; and Khadija the daughter of Khuwaylid [and the 


first wife of Muhammad, may the blessings and peace of Alla! 
be on them]; and Fatima the daughter of Muhammad [and o 


Khadija, may Allah be pleased with them]; and Asiyya the wil 
of Pharaoh |who rescued Moses from the river Nile when h 


was a baby and brought him up as her son, peace be on them| 
Anas also related that the Messenger of Allah % said, “Loy 


Allah for the gifts that He gives you; love me for the sake 


Allah; and love the People of my House for I love them.” 


THE WIVES 
OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD 


may the blessings and peace of Allah 
be on him and his family and companions 


‘Abdullah ibn Ja ‘far reported that he heard Sayyiduna ‘Ali 2 
Say in Kufa that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, said, “The best of the women of her time 
was Maryam, daughter of “Imran, and the best of the women of 
her time was Khadija, daughter of Khuwaylid.” 

I§ it not a great honour that the first person to embrace 
Islam was a woman? She was the first to bear witness that 
there is no god except Allah and that her husband was the 
Messenger of Allah #. Her husband was our beloved Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
she was called Khadija, may Allah be pleased with her 
was also called Tahira, meaning ‘pure’. 


\é 


Khe di iia bint Khuwaylid 


y Allah be pleased with her, came from a noble 
er Meher Kt nyuwaylid had been one of the most 
ured leaders rs of their tribe until he was killed in battle. 
Hert chusba Lea {nad also died, Jeaving her a very wealthy woman. 
hen Muhi nammad % was still a young man, she entrusted him 
of per jealth, asking him to trade with it in Syria 
was already well known for his honesty, 
truthfulne ss and : uustworthiness. He returned from Syria after 

havit ving made a la ge profit for Khadija. 
After hee ee hi is account of the journey, she decided that 
heat vould make the : > best of husbands, even though many of the 
most important nobles of the Quraysh had already proposed 
to her and been t efused, and in due course she proposed to 
him. After the F rophet 's uncle, Abu Talib, had given the 
proposé al | marriage hi is blessing, Muhammad and Soe were » 
#2 was twenty-} 


- or 
CLL 


on her behé lf. H 


é mare: Tel At the 


five) / € ars old, ‘whil | 


‘ Khad 


Fi nam Beis m, 1, died when ine was only tw o years old. O 
~ more son, called” fayyib or Tahir, was also born, but he too Gis 
_inhis infancy. H owever Muhammad and Khadija also had four 
— daug hters v who su IV vived: Zaynab, Rugayya, Umm Kulthum andy 
Fatima | 
No one — ex septa of course — knows more about a man 
than his wife, both his good and his bad qualities, his strengths 
_and his weakn¢ sses. The more Khadija came to know about 
herhusband, the more she loved and respected him. Everyone 
in Makka callec him ‘al-Amin’ , which means ‘the trustwOrtls 


Ac “34 —* ¥ 
one’, and she, n more than anyone else, knew how fittings 
ane ewas. . 


2 The Wives of the Prophet 


It became Muhammad’s custom each year to spend the 
month of Ramadan in seclusion and reflection in a cave on the 
mountain of Hira, which is on the outskirts of Makka. Khadija 
would always make sure that he was provided with food and 
drink during his retreat. Towards the end of one Ramadan. 
when he was forty and Khadija fifty-five, Muhammad sudden] 
appeared at their house in the middle of the night, trembling 

with fear and saying, “Cover me up, cover me up!” 
Khadija was very alarmed to see him in such a state. Quick!) 


she wrapped a blanket around his shoulders, and when he had 
calmed down, she asked him to describe exactly what had 


happened. He told her how a being whom he had never se, 
before — in fact it was the angel Jibril — had suddenly appear: 
to him while he was asleep and had said, “Read!” 

“But I cannot read,” he had replied, for he was unlette: 
and could neither read nor write. 

“Read!” the angel had repeated, clasping Muhammad c! 
to his chest. 

“T cannot read,” he had repeated. 

“Read!” the angel had repeated, firmly embracing him 
again. 

“What shall I read?” he had asked in desperation, and 
angel had replied: 


“Read, in the Name of your Lord who created, 
created man from a clot, 
Read, and your Lord is the Most Gracious, 
Who taught with the pen, 
taught man what he did not know.” 


(Qur’an: 96. | 


Although Muhammad did not fully realise it at the t 
this was the beginning of the revelation of the Qur’an; bu 
that first encounter with the angel Jibril, Muhammad was \ 
frightened, for he did not know who the angel Jibril “=! wa: 


Khadija 3 


ie 1 was in ont of him yet again, filling t the 
hhis m ae hty yet beautiful form. 

Muhammad. i? ‘said Jibril #4 eventually, “you are the 

Alla th au and J am bn, * and with these words he 


| ange | had iieappeared Muhammad # had 

the mountain as fast as he could run, not 

was going mad and imagining things, or if he 

ssed | by one of the jinn. 

te ned t 0 Muhammad’ s words, Khadija # did not 

of th hese fe: s. She realised that something tremendous 
rh na d happened to her husband, and she was 


mowing him as she did, that he was neither mad nor 


DI 
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= 
orry, 2 * she said, for by Him who has dominion 
I} T hope that you are the Prophet of this 
ou uld 1 never humiliate you, for you are good to | 
| ay pu are true to your word, you help those who 
support the weak, you feed the guest and you 
| of those who are in distress.” 
n Muhammad # was a little more relaxed, Khadija to 
her cou usi , Waraqga ibn Nawfal, for he was a 
knowledg Ee dish ne was Sure that he would be able to expl 
he meaning of v what had j just happened to her beloved husband 
Waraga had studied the books of both the Jews and the 
1S Bary closely and he had learned a great deal from 
any of their wisest people. He knew that the coming of another 
rophet ha d beer n foretold by both Moses and Jesus, peace be 
on them, ai nd he knew many of the signs that would confirm 
he identity of this Prophet when he appeared. 
Liste ening closely to his story, Waraqa, who was bot 
and b blin d.e <claimed, “This is the same being who broug 
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It became Muhammad's custom each year to spend the 
month of Ramadan in seclusion and reflection in a cave on the 
mountain of Hira, which is on the outskirts of Makka. Khadija 
would always make sure that he was provided with food and 
drink during his retreat. Towards the end of one Ramadan. 
when he was forty and Khadija fifty-five, Muhammad sudden|) 
appeared at their house in the middle of the night, trembling 
with fear and saying, “Cover me up, cover me up!” 

Khadija was very alarmed to see him in such a state. Quic’ 
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she wrapped a blanket around his shoulders, and when he had 


calmed down, she asked him to describe exactly what 
happened. He told her how a being whom he had never s 
before — in fact it was the angel Jibnl — had suddenly appe 
to him while he was asleep and had said, “Read!” 

“But I cannot read,” he had replied, for he was unlett 
and could neither read nor write. 

“Read!” the angel had repeated, clasping Muhammad « 
to his chest. 

“IT cannot read,” he had repeated. 

“Read!” the angel had repeated, firmly embracing hin 
again. 

“What shall I read?” he had asked in desperation, an: 
angel had replied: 


“Read, in the Name of your Lord who created, 
created man from a clot, 
Read, and your Lord is the Most Gracious, 
Who taught with the pen, 
taught man what he did not know.” 


(Qur'an: 96 


Although Muhammad # did not fully realise it at the 
this was the beginning of the revelation of the Qur’ an; bi 
that first encounter with the angel Jibril, Muhammad was \ 
frightened, for he did not know who the angel Jibril 
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Khadija 3 


S happening. He woke up and ran out of the cave only 
Pstillin front of him, and whenever he turned away 

‘ej iby rid Vas in front of him yet again, filling the 

th his mig ighty yet beautiful form. 

a” said Jibril #25 eventually, “you are the 

fPAllah and i am Jibril,’ and with these words he 

9m nMu lammad’s sight. 

gel had disappeared Muhammad * had 

‘th \e mountain as fast as he could run, not 

as going mad and imagining things, or if he 

c Reed Dy one of the jinn. 
Stened to Muhammad's words, Khadija + did not 
e fear s. She realised that something tremendous 


iring hac J happened to her husband, and she was 
hire n as she did, that he was neither mad nor 


Be said. “for by Him who has dominion 
Sysoul, I hope that you are the Prophet of this 
lah woulc never humiliate you, for you are good to 
you are true to your word, you help those who 
you su ie ort the weak, you feed the guest and you 
sall of th lose who are in distress.” 
Auhammad 4 was a little more relaxed, Khadija to 
cousin, Waraqa ibn Nawfal, for he was a mat 
ye, ar ds she was sure that he would be able to explat 
ring « of whe at had j just happened to her beloved husband? 
ad st studied the books of both the Jews and the 
y Sy Bpecly and he had learned a great deal from 
T wisest people. He knew that the coming of another 
1b een foretold by both Moses and Jesus, peace be 


ty ¢ i this ophet when he Sonera) 
stenin Eclosel to his story, Waraqa, who was b 
a exclaimed, “This is the same being who bre 
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the revelations of Allah to Moses. I wish I was young and could 
be alive when your people will drive you out.” 

“Will they drive me out?” asked Muhammad %. 

“Yes,” replied Waraqa. “No one has come with what you 
have been given without being treated with enmity; and if | 
were to live until the day when you are turned out, then I would 
Support you with all my might. Let me just feel your back.” 

So saying, Waraqa felt between the Prophet's shoulder- 
blades and found what he was feeling for: a small, round, slightly 
raised irregularity in the skin, about the size of a pigeon's egg 
This was yet another of the many signs that Waraqa alread) 
knew would indicate the identity of the next Prophet after Jesus 
peace be on him. 

“This is the Seal of Prophethood!” he exclaimed. “Now | 
am certain that you are indeed the Prophet whose coming was 
foretold in the Torah that was revealed to Moses and in th | 


that was revealed to Jesus, peace be on them! You are tncced 


the Messenger of Allah, and the being who appeared to | 
the mountain was indeed the angel Jibril!” 

Khadija # was both overjoyed and awed to find th 
understanding of what had happened on the mountain ha 
confirmed. 

Not long after this incident, Muhammad was comm. 
in a subsequent revelation from Allah, through the ange! 
to call people to worship Allah only, and it was at this 
that Khadija did not hesitate in expressing in public w! 
had now known for certain in secret for some time: 

“I bear witness that there is no god except Allah,” sh« 
‘and I bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of A 

In the years that followed, difficult years in which the | 
of the Quraysh did everything in their power to stop the P! 
% spreading his message, Khadija was a constant sou 


help and comfort to Muhammad % in the difficulties wh 
had to face. 


Khadija 5 
a 
Spent in the way of Allah, helping to 
ge of he nusband, helping to free slaves who 
lam, and helping to feed and shelter the 
Muslims the at slowly but surely began to grow 
A pth. 
vere infu iriated by the Prophet’s success and 
n their power to discourage both him and his 
ting awful tortures on them, but without 
on Piieca € so bad that the Prophet 4 told 
Vets to go to Abyssinia, where their ruler, the 
| sincere ‘Christian, gave them shelter and 
e came atime when, as Waraqa had foretold} 
iis pou Owers — along with all the members aa 
{ast im — were driven out of the city of 
ced tc J cal rp out in a Small ravine in the mountains 
ypened long after Waraqa had died, and abot 
fier that extraordinary night of power in whit 
oat received the first revelation of o | 
AI Jibri i, 
eir homes lay empty in Makka, the. 
othe ne bitterly cold nights of winter and 
imer, with very little food and shelter 
sell w ith the Muslims, or allow their sor 
any / of them. Fortunately those who se¢ 
Auslims would send what food they cot 
ne a Pe chance arose, sometimes by loadi 1g 
to a camel or a horse and then sending it off at a 
lirecti on of the camp, hoping that the animal would 
t lost before it reached its intended deg inatior 
r thr ars , the small Muslim Coe 
of hardship ar Besa ation, but although they : 
hunger and thirst, and from exposure to heat and 
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, Tr ti theh 
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of the first Muslims wer >b 
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and also filled with the light of knowledge and wisdom. The 
Muslims knew that they were following the truth, and so nothing 
else mattered. They did not care what the Quraysh did to them 
or said about them. Allah and His Messenger % were enough 
for them! 

It was during this period that the Muslims who had sough 
shelter in Abyssinia returned, only to find the situation even 
worse than when they had left it. Not long after, many of them 
returned to Abyssinia, their numbers swelled by those whom 
the Prophet * had told to accompany them. 

Finally the boycott was lifted and the Muslims were allowe 
to re-enter the city; but the three years of hardship had ta} 
their toll. First of all the Prophet’s uncle, Abu Talib, wh 
by then more than eighty years old, died; and then a few n 
later, during the month of Ramadan, Khadija also died 
age of sixty-five, may Allah be pleased with her. 

The Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him an: 
him peace, mourned her deeply. They had shared twen' 
years of marriage together and she had given birth to si: 
children. Only one of the Prophet’s future wives, Maria th 
would give him another child, Ibrahim, and he, like ‘ 
was destined to die when he was still very young, at the 
eighteen months. 

Khadija 4 had been the first to publicly accept Muh: 

35 as the Messenger of Allah, and she had never stoppec 
all she could to help him. Love and mercy had grown bi 
them, increasing in quality and depth as the years pas 
and not even death could take this love away. 

The Prophet Muhammad # never stopped loving K! 
and although he married several more wives in later yea 
loved them all, it is clear that Khadija always had a : 
place in his heart. Indeed whenever ‘A’ isha, his third wife. 
the Prophet speak of Khadija 4, or saw him sending { 
Khadija’s old friends and relatives, she could not help fe 


Khadija 7 
ause c fthe love that the Prophet still had for 


| skedh m if Khadija had been the only woman 
Ove. The Prophet % replied, “She believed in me 
Ise aie ; she accepted Islam when people rejected 
=d an | comforted me when there was no one 
a hi sIping hand ¥ 
lated by / \bu oe that on one occasion, 
sul alive, Jibril came to the Prophet # and 
ger O Allah, Khadija is just coming with a 
"food or drink) for you. When she comes to 
greetings Of peace from her Lord and from me, 
s00d news of a palace of jewels in the Garden, 
ll be neither any noise nor any tiredness.” 
Trophet s uncle, Abu Talib, and his first wife, 
oth died in the same year, the Prophet Muhammad 
| ommunity of believers endured a time of great 
id persecut on at the hands of the Quraysh. Indeeg¢ 
who was now fifty years old, named this ye 
row’. 


his dearest wife was no longer present to sh 
1 in aes he insults that he received from 
_Quraysh multiplied, now that he no longer had the prot 
of his dead uncle. Eve n when he journeyed to Ta ‘if, a sm 
—upinthe mountains c itside Makka, to call its people tor 
Allah, he was rejected and stoned by them. 
It has been n relate sd by ‘A’isha +: that on his way bael 

il appeared to the Prophet * and said, “Allah, mi 
| nd ¢ glorified, has heard what the people have 
ind how / they have responded to your invitation, 
»nt the an gel in charge of the mountains so that you 
7 what you want him to do with them.” ’ 
ngel in charge of the mountains called out to! 
him and said, “O Muhammad, Allah has li 
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to what your people have said to you. I am the angel in charge 
of the mountains, and your Lord has sent me so that you can 
order me to do whatever you want. If you wish it, I can bring 
the mountains on the outskirts of Makka together so that they 
are crushed between them.” 

But the Messenger of Allah % said to him, “Rather | hope 
that Allah will make their descendants a people who will worship 
Allah alone, without ascribing any partners to him.” 

It was a little while after this that the following sure 
revealed: 


In the Name of Allah the Merciful the Compassiona' 


By the morning hours 
And by the night when it is stillest, 
Your Lord has not forsaken you nor does he hate y: 
And truly what comes after will be better for you 
than what has come before, 
And truly your Lord will give to you 
so that you will be content. 
Did he not find you an orphan and protect you: 
Did he not find you wandering and guide you” 
Did he not find you destitute and enrich you’? 
So do not oppress the orphan, 
And do not drive the beggar away, 
And speak about the blessings of your Lord. 


(Qur'an: 92 


And so it happened. 

After three years of constant struggle, a relative of his. 
Khawla, went to him and pointed out that his house wa: 
neglected and that his daughters needed a mother to loo! 
them. 

“But who can take the place of Khadija?” he asked 

~*A‘isha, the daughter of Abu Bakr, the dearest of | 
to you,” she answered. 


Khadija 9 

a 

(bu Bakr 4 had been the first man to accept Islam and he 

Vas the Prophet’s closest companion. Like Khadija 4, he had 

done all that he could do to help the Prophet, may Allah bless 

him and grant h m peace, and had spent all his wealth in the 

of Allah. However, while the Prophet Muhammad # was 
ow fifty three yea rs old, “Aisha was only a little girl of seven. 
She was 1ardly in a position to look after either the Prophet's 

household or his children. 

‘She is very young,” replied the Prophet. 

<hawla had a solution for everything. She suggested that 

yakran 10n 


~ 
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es 


Sawda bint Zam‘a 


Sawda bint Zam(‘a, may Allah be pleased with her, had been 
the first woman to emigrate to Abyssinia in the way of Allah 
Her husband had died and she was now living with her aged 
father. She was middle-aged, rather plump, with a jolly, kind)) 
disposition, just the right person to take care of the Prophe! 
household and family. So Muhammad % gave permissio: 
Khawla to speak to Abu Bakr and to Sawda on the subjec' 

Khawla went straight to Sawda and said, “Would you | 
Allah to give you great blessing, Sawda?”’ 

Sawda asked, “And what is that, Khawla?” 

She said, “The Messenger of Allah has sent me to you 
a proposal of marriage!”’ 

Sawda tried to contain herself in spite of her utter asto: 
ment and then replied in a trembling voice, “I would like 
Go to my father and tell him that.” 

Khawla went to Zam‘a, a gruff old man and greeted 
and then said, “Muhammad son of ‘Abdullah son of ‘Ab 
Muttalib has sent me to ask for Sawda in marriage.” 

The old man shouted, “A noble match. What does she 

Khawla replied, “She would like that.” 

He told her to call her. When she came, he said, “‘S: 
this woman claims that Muhammad son of ‘Abdullah 
‘Abdu 'l-Muttalib has sent to ask for you in marriage 
noble match. Do you want me to marry you to him?” 

She accepted, feeling that it was a great honour. Sawd. 
to live in Muhammad’s house and immediately took 0\ 
care of his daughters and household, while ‘A’isha bin 
Bakr became betrothed to him and remained in her f: 
house playing with her dolls. 


— 
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tt 


= Was great surprise in Makka that the Prophet 4s would 
O marry a widow who was neither young nor beautiful. 
FTOF Bee iowever, remembered the trials she had undergone 
she had emigrated to Abyssinia, leaving her house and 
erty, and crossed the desert and then the sea for an unknown 
1d Out of the desire to preserve her deen. 
During | he next two years, the Quraysh increased their spite- 
s to de stroy the Prophet and his followers, in spite of 
clear si: igns t Jat confirmed beyond any doubt that Muhammad 
is indeed the Messenger of Allah. 
Perhaps | he greatest of these signs during this period was 
he Pre ala his journey by night on a winged mount 
called the Burs “AG gpencough the skies to the Al-Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusale nivhere he led all the earlier Prophets who had lived 
Wee him in tk le prayer, followed by his ascent on the Burad, 
panied t oY Jibril %5), through the seven heavens, and ther 
ek the’ pon of forms, to the Presence of Allah — whereh 
> f Beery crs that all his true followers haved 


7 ie = 


described this miraculous journey to the ped 

[M a. tt ey. just laughed at him, even though he accuratt 
ithe Al-Aqsa Mosgue to them (and they knew tf 

nad I ever ‘been there before), and even though he desenk 
nace where e he had stopped for a drink on the wai 
salem, and even though he told them how on the way 
a ad told amar | where his lost camel was, and even though he 
tc aid them that he had seen a caravan, which no one knew about, © 
app Be flakka and that it should arrive later on that day. 
on thoug 1 the Quraysh knew that the Prophet’s description 
of t the ALS \qsa Mosque was completely accurate, and even 

| when the eve sntually saw the caravan arrive, and met the man 
- whom she had helped, and saw the place where he had stoppec 
_ fora drink, the ey still refused to believe him. 
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Only Sayyiduna Abu Bakr, his closest companion and futur: 
father-in-law, accepted the Prophet’s account of his miraculous 
journey immediately: “If he has said this,” 
scornful Makkans first gave him the news, “then it is true!” 

As the enmity of the Quraysh increased, (and while *A’isha 
was still a small girl), Allah prepared the way for the future 
growth of the Muslim community in a place called Yathrib 

During the time of the pilgrimage in Makka one year, twelve 
men from Yathrib, a small city two hundred miles to the north 
of Makka, secretly pledged allegiance to the Prophet %, swearing 
to worship no gods other than Allah, nor to steal, nor to te!| | 
nor to commit adultery, nor to kill their children, nor to diso! 
the Prophet. They returned to Yathrib, accompanied by a \! 
called Mus‘ab ibn “‘Umayr, who taught them all that | 
learned from the Prophet, may Allah bless him and g! 
peace. 

As a result, the numbers of Muslims in Madina bs 
increase, and when the time of the pilgrimage came ag: 
time seventy-five people from Yathrib — three of who! 
women: Umm Sulaym, Nusayba bint Ka‘b and Asma’ bi 
— pledged allegiance in Makka to the Prophet Muham 
this time also swearing that they would defend and prot 
even to the death if need be. 

After this, the Prophet # gave his followers permis 
emigrate to Yathrib, and slowly but surely, in twos and 
the Muslims began to leave Makka. The leaders of the Q 
realised what was happening, and decided to kill the | 
before he had a chance to join them. 

However, Allah protected the Prophet, and on the ve 
before the morning on which they had planned to kill h 
Prophet Muhammad # and Abu Bakr s slipped out of ) 

and hid in a cave called Thawr, which was to the south of VV 

Everybody knows what happened when the people wh 
hunting for them came to the cave: They found a wil 


he Said. W hen some 


—_ 
eel 
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that covered the mouth of the cave, across 
JSpun its web. Anyone entering the cave would 
vay the dove and broken the spider’s web, 
they did not bother to look inside it. Their 
close that if one of them had glanced down at 
Id have di scovered them. By the decree of Allah, 
uha nmad 3 and Sayyiduna Abu Bakr # were 
sh jad given up the search, the Prophet 
Sayyi duna Abu Bakr, may the blessings and 
hibe on them, circled round Makka and rode north- 
one pee ) a Warrior called Suraga ibn Ju‘sham, 
ed their wherea bouts and set off in hot pursuit, thirsting 
dt that t le Quraysh had offered to anyone who 
Wo men for them. As soon as he was within 
ance of ne travellers, however, his horse suddenly § 
INK into th e sand, and, realising that if he did not tug 
-_" would simply swallow up both him an 
fave up his pursuit, asked them to forgive him 
ime J home. - 
1 long, hard j journey the Prophet Muhammad # a 
\t buBak reached Yathrib amidst scenes of gt 
Th “ir time in Makka had just come to ane d. 
Madi 1a had just begun — for Madina is them 
give nto Yathrib, Madina al-Munawarra, whit 
he illumi nated city’, the city that was illuminated By 
of the Prophet Muhammad and his Family and his 
Companions, may the blessings and peace of Allah be on him 
and on all of the m. 
The journey of the Prophet Muhammad and Sayyiduna Abu 
-is usu lly called the hijra, and it is at this point that the 
the Mu slims begins, for it was after the hijra that the 
etry of Muslims rapidly grew, and flowered, an 
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When she was older, the Prophet #% was worried that Sawda 


might be upset about having to compete with so many younge 
wives, and offered to divorce her. She said that she would give 
her night to “A’isha, of whom she was very fond, because she 
only wanted to be his wife on the Day of Rising. She and ‘A’ish; 
always remained very close. She & 
the time of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. 


lived on until the end of 


‘Aisha bint Abi Bakr 


Gradually the Muslims who remained in Makka left the city 
nde >d to Mé idina to join their beloved Prophet #%, and 
as a little girl called ‘A’isha, the ibis of 
1 arriving in Madina, *A’isha, who was 
ne fsold, Was married to the Prophet Muhammad *, 
who was now fifty-four years old. It was at this point that she 
amily’s t pened and joined that of the Prophet 
Muhammad ; 
‘Aisha Mente) p orted that the Prophet Muhammad % had 
id her that Jibril #5) came to him and showed him a picture off 
Ola piece of green silk and said, “She is your wife in this 
world and in the next world.” 
At Wedding, she related that shortly before she ¥ 
0 leave her p: arents” house, she slipped out into the courtya 
to play with a friend: “fT Was playing on a see-saw and my lon 
streaming hair beca ne dishevelled,” she said. “They came ang 
took mi oun > ay and made me ready.” 
ssed her in a wedding-dress made from fine ret 

stripec cloth from B Bahrain and then her mother took her tot 
lere some women of the Ansar were waiting 
the door. ’ They greeted her with the words, “For good 
and for happiness, puay all be well.” Then, in the presence of 
the smiling Prophet # a bow] of milk was brought. The Prophet 
dra nk from it himse and then offered it to “A’isha. She shyly 
declined it, but when he insisted she drank as well and then 
ffe ‘ed the bowl 5 her sister Asma‘ who was sitting beside her. 
The others who were present also drank from it, and that was 
all there was to the simple and solemn occasion of their wees 1g 
Her marriagé to the Prophet Muhammad 4 did not char 

ts s playful ways, and her young friends continue 
larly come and visit her in her own room. 
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“I would be playing with my dolls,” she once said, “with 
the girls who were my friends, and the Prophet * 
in and they would slip out of the house and he would go out 
after them and bring them back, for he was pleased for my sak« 
to have them there.” Sometimes he would say, “Stay wher 
you are, before they had time to leave, and would also join i; 
their games. 


“One day,” “A’isha said, “the Prophet # came in when | 


was playing with my dolls and he said, *“*A’isha, whatever ga 
is this?’ 

“It is Solomon’s horses,’ I replied, and he laughed. 

On another occasion, during the days of the ‘/d a/ 
two young girls were with “A’isha in her room, singing « 
about the famous battle of Bu’ath and beating a tambour: 
time. 

“The Messenger of Allah 3 came in,” said ‘A’isha, *< 
down with his face turned away. Then Abu Bakr came 
scolded me, saying, “What is this musical instrument of s/ 
doing in the house of the Messenger of Allah?’ The Mess 
of Allah turned towards him and said, “Leave them alo! 
these are the days of the ‘/d.’”’ 

After a while, “A’isha asked the girls to leave, 
Prophet # asked “A’isha whether she would like to wat 
Abyssinians who were giving a fighting display wil! 
weapons in the mosque and she said yes. 

“By Allah,” said “A’isha, “I remember the Messen 
Allah 3 standing at the door of my room, screening me \ 
cloak, so that I could see the sport of the Abyssinians | 
played with their spears in the mosque of the Messen 
Allah #. He kept standing for my sake until I had had « 
and then I went back in, so you can well imagine how a 
girl enjoyed watching this display.” 

Some might have viewed the marriage of Muhamm 
‘A‘isha as an exceptional marriage, but then the two p. 


_~ 


would come 


A‘isha 17 


were ex ggatior al people. The Prophet Muhammad # was the 
last of the Pt rophe tS and the Best of Creation; and ‘A’isha was 
very inte WE nt and observant young girl with a very good 
T emory. . A 


‘Aisha 4 & Spent the next nine years of her life with the 


1 


= 


Prophets, and as she grew into womanhood, she remembered 
v and heard with great clarity, for to be the wife 
of the Pre Peicvas even more than extraordinary. So much 
map Dp pened rou nd him — the Qur’an continued to be revealed, 
by sae ind people’s hearts were constantly being turned 
nd trans formed, including hers — and she was a witness 
sO IT — of all that took place. 
Since (prising, therefore, that a great deal of the know- 
fé still have today, about how our beloved Prophet 
 livedand behaved, was first remembered and then taught to 
others by A‘i’ ha #>. It is thanks to this exceptional marmaggé 
between a man nearing the end of his life and a wo 
near the beginning of hers, that we know so much ak 
of them, and thi § is what makes it so much easier for th 
ish to follow in their footsteps to try and follow their ex 
Whe ereas K hadija was already a wise and mature WOr 
when she married the Prophet Muhammad , ‘A’ isha 4 Was 
spirited you ng girl who still had a great deal to learn when§ 
la Tied the Pi ‘ophet, may the blessings and peace of Allah 
on him an nd them. She was very quick to learn, however, ie 
she ha dacle: rheart, and a quick mind and an accurate memo 
She \ was nc rafraid to talk back in order to find out the truth or 
make it known, and whenever she beat someone else in argu- 
mer t, the Pri ophet would smile and say, “She is the daughter of 
Ab Bakr!” ” 
Mus ibr | Talha 4 once said, “I have not seen anyone more 
eloquent than ‘A’ isha.” 
‘Nisha became so wise that one of her contemporaries used 
to ayitnabl ‘the knowledge of ‘A’ isha were placed on oneSi 
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“I would be playing with my dolls,” she once said. 
the girls who were my friends, and the Prophet # would come 
in and they would slip out of the house and he would go ou 
after them and bring them back, for he was pleased for my sake 
to have them there.” Sometimes he would say, “Stay . 


With 


VA IC] + 


you are,” before they had time to leave, and would also join in 


their games. 


“One day,” “A’isha said, “the Prophet # came in whe 


was playing with my dolls and he said, “‘A’ isha, whatever game 


is this?’ 

“It is Solomon’s horses,’ I replied, and he laughed 

On another occasion, during the days of the ‘/d a! 
two young girls were with ‘A’isha in her room, singing 
about the famous battle of Bu‘ath and beating a tambo! 
time. 

“The Messenger of Allah % came in,” said *A’isha, * 
down with his face turned away. Then Abu Bakr ca 
scolded me, saying, “What is this musical instrument o! 
doing in the house of the Messenger of Allah?’ The Mes 
of Allah turned towards him and said, “Leave them al 
these are the days of the ‘/d.””’ 

After a while, “A’isha asked the girls to leave. 
Prophet # asked “A’isha whether she would like to w. 
Abyssinians who were giving a fighting display w) 
weapons in the mosque and she said yes. 

“By Allah,” said “A’isha, “I remember the Mess¢ 
Allah % standing at the door of my room, screening me 
cloak, so that I could see the sport of the Abyssinians 
played with their spears in the mosque of the Mess« 
Allah %. He kept standing for my sake until [ had had 
and then I went back in, so you can well imagine how ; 
girl enjoyed watching this display.” 

Some might have viewed the marriage of Muhamr 

‘Aisha as an exceptional marriage, but then the two | 


| 
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: ptional pet ple. The Prophet Muhammad % was the 
hets and the Best of Creation; and ‘A’isha was 
Allivent and observant young girl with a very good 
Br 

Spent the next nine years of her life with the 
gti and as she igrew into womanhood, she remembered 
all that she : v and heard with great clarity, for to be the wife 
of the Proph in Was even more than extraordinary. So much 
he ope pened a round hir 1m ust Qur an continued to be revealed, 


andt ansfo cd i, including hers — and she was a witness 

of sO much Ot : all that took place. 
tis not rnsing therefore, that a great deal of the know- 
ledge that we s estill have today, about how our beloved Prophe 
sli ved and beha aes was first remembered and then taught toy 
other i’she a oe It is thanks to this exceptional marriagg 
De tween aman nearing the end of his life and a womé 
near the b  beginni ag of hers, that we know so much abe 
of | hem, and this is what makes it so much easier for the 
wis h to follow in their footsteps to try and follow their: 
Whereas Kt adija 4s was already a wise and matur 
when she marr ied the Prophet Muhammad %, “A’isk 
spirit ited young girl who still had a great deal to lear 
married the Pr ophet, may the blessings and peace Of 
on him and them. She was very quick to learn, howe 
she had a clea heart, and a quick mind and an accurate r 1€ 
She was not afraid to talk back in order to find out the t rut 
ma ke it. known y ‘and whenever she beat someone else in E 
ment, the Prophet would smile and say, “She is the daughi 
Abu Bakr!” : 
Musa 1br 1Talha <= once said, “I have not seen anye ne me 
elc iC uent than IX isha.” 
j ae same so wise that one of her conte ‘mp 
Yi that if the > knowledge of “A’isha were place ol 
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of the scales and that of all other women on the other, *A’isha’s 
side would outweigh the other. She used to sit with the women 
and pass on the knowledge that she had received from the 
Prophet #. and long after he had died, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, and as long as she lived, she - was a source 
of knowledge and wisdom for both women and men. 

| Abu Musa once said, “Whenever a report appeared doubt! u! 
to us, the Companions of the Prophet, and we asked ‘A isha 
about it, we always learned something from her about it. 

On one occasion, the Prophet Muhammad % said to her, “O 
‘Aisha, here is Jibril giving you greetings of peace.” 

“And on him be peace,” she replied, “and the mer 
Allah.” 

When she was telling Abu Salama about this, she a 
“He (meaning the Prophet Muhammad %) sees what | ¢ 
Sco 

As well as being extremely intelligent, “A’isha bec 
very graceful young woman. When she first came to liv: 
Prophet's household as a young girl, a strong and lasting | 
ship grew up between her and Sawda, and Sawda took 
her along with the rest of the household. 

When “A’isha grew up, Sawda, who was by then 
woman, gave up her share of the Prophet's time in fa 
‘A’isha and was content to manage his household and b 
al-Mumineen — ‘the Mother of the Believers’ —a title o! 
that was given to all of the wives of the Prophet, may / 
pleased with them, which confirmed what the Qur ai 
States, that no man could marry any of them after they h 
married to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and g: 
peace, for: 


The Prophet is closer to the believers 
than their own selves. 
and his wives are as their mothers. 


(Our | 
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_ O you wives of the Prophet, 

i “any of you is openly indecent, 

tk he p p unishment for her will be doubled 
M _—and that is easy for Allah. 


_ And whoever of you submits 

_ to Allah and His Messenger 

____ and has right action, 

» shall give her a reward twice over 

ave prepared a generous provision for her. 


We 
x 
eft 


O you wives of the Prophet, 
you are not like any other women. 
Ifyou are fearful (of Allah) 
hen do not be soft in your speech, 
someone whose heart is sick is attracted (to you 
but speak words that are wise. 


f nd stay quietly in your houses, 

and do not make a dazzling display 
like that of the time of ignorance before: 
and ¢ tablish the prayer and pay the zakat 
nd obey Allah and His Messenger. 
Surely / All: ah wishes to remove impurity far from you 
O People of the House, 

: and to purify you completely. 


i, A id remember the ayats of Allah 

a ‘that are recited in your houses 

wl and the wisdom. 

Surely Allah is All-pervading, All-aware. 
, (Qur’an: 33.30-34 


Itis son Retires difficult to picture what life must have 
‘ives and the Companions of the Prophet 
the | light that emanated from him and through them 


like for ‘the 
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unique. The Messenger of Allah 4 had no shadow — because 
he was light and this light illuminated the hearts and minds 
and understanding of his followers, giving them insight without 
blinding them. 

The Prophet Muhammad 3§ was truly a mercy to all the 
worlds, and no one with a clean heart could possibly forget 
this, least of all the Prophet himself %: 


O Prophet, surely We have sent you as a witness 
and as a bringer of good news and a warner: 


and one who calls (people) to Allah 
by His permission, 
and as a shining light. 
(Qur'an: 33.45-46 


It is said that people were awed by the Prophet Muha 


* when they were in his presence, and that they sat and listened 
to his words with their eyes lowered, as if they had birds perche¢ 
on their heads, and that they would do anything for him, so 


great was their love for him. 


It was because of the perfection of the Prophet Muhammad 


# that everyone was commanded to ask blessings on 


Surely Allah and His angels 
pray blessings on the Prophet; 
O you who believe! 
Pray blessings on him 
and greet him with greetings of peace. 


(Qur’a 


It was because of the Prophet Muhammad’s uniqi 
with Allah that his wives and his Companions were 
by Allah to behave with such respect and courtesy to\ 
Prophet Muhammad %; and that his wives could no! 
marry anyone else after having been married to him 


mmacd 
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} 


ask his wives for something, 
m from behind a screen. 
your hearts and for their hearts. 
not for you to cause injury 
the Messenger of Allah, 
‘to marry his wives after him. 
t woulc be something dreadful 
in the sight of Allah. 
' (Qur’an: 33.53) 
§ that “A’isha #: was married to the 


she > witnessed many of the great events 
yc ‘the first Muslim community of Madina 


Lilldaltlitile fel 


Tit tit 
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1g the = CO irse of their marriage that the directio 
lange ed from Jerusalem to Makka, thereby 
distingu’ ishing the Muslims from the Jews 
and ‘itv vas during the course of their mar 
lave listened to many of the Jews and 
id the i dol-worshippers who came not to listen 
ut we iro Je with him, in the hope that they cou 
cuse to justify their rejection of him. It 
eS S uch as these that ‘A’ isha learned to dis 
rue from what was false. 

As the prophet ic guidance continued to be revealed throug 
the Prophe Muhat mmiad %, “A’isha’s way of life — along with 
that of all the Muslims — was gradually reshaped and refined: : 
It was during the course of their marriage that drinking alcohol — 
was finally ce , that it was made clear what food was _ 
halal and what food was haram, that it became necessary for 
omen to Wear a hijab i in public and when praying 4 
ul dance as to how to fast was revealed, that paying the 
‘obligatory on all Muslims, and that the rites 
were purifie eda nd clarified. 


nat 
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22 The Wives of the Prophet 
In fact every aspect of life, from birth to death and everything 
that happens in between, was illuminated by the way in which 
the Prophet % behaved — and it was this way of behaviour, the 
Sunna, that “A’isha helped to preserve and protect, not only b) 
embodying it herself, but also by teaching it to others. 

‘A’isha was once asked to describe the Prophet 4, and she 
45 replied that he was ‘the Qur’an walking’, meaning that hi 
behaviour was the Qur’an translated into action. She did ai 
that she could to do likewise. Thus she not only knew | 
embodied the Sunna, but also she memorised the Qur’un | 
heart and understood it. 

It was during the course of their marriage that, amo 
others, the battles of Badr, and Uhud, and al-Khandaq 
Ditch) were fought. These were the three major battles a; 
the Quraysh, that shifted the balance of power out of the | 
of the kafirun and into the hands of the Muslims. Althou: 
was still very young, “A’isha participated in them all, br 
water for the Muslim warriors, and helping to look afi 
wounded. She witnessed life, and she witnessed death — | 
the way of Allah and in the way of the kafirun — and she 
stood both. Indeed one of the meanings of her name, */ 
is ‘life’. 

It was during the course of their marriage that | 
plotted and tried to kill the Prophet on more than one oc 
without success, and were punished for this. First th 
Qaynuga and then the Banu Nadir were expelled from } 
and then the Banu Qurayza — who had broken their ag: 
with the Muslims during the battle of al-Khandag and c 
to exterminate all of them — were subjected to the pun 
that was decided by the man whom they themselves had 
to judge their actions, Sa‘d ibn Mu‘adh. In accordance \ 
commands contained in their own book, the Torah, all ' 
were killed — with the exception of four who accepted 
and all the women and children were taken as slaves 
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was aft er this event that another tribe, the Banu al-Mustaliq 
Myto prepare to fight the Muslims, and accordingly the 
iphetas led an army against them. Often when the Prophet 
it to wa he took one of his wives with him. He did not 
hoose any One in particular, but simply drew lots and took the 
yhose name came out. When he went to fight the Banu 
quia ‘the lot fell to “A’isha, and she it was who travelled 


WHittl itt. 


ape Who Was now thirteen years old, was small, slim 
eful, SO that it was difficult for the men who carried 
tter to know for certain whether or not she was actually 
de it wh 1 they lifted it up. On the way back to Madina, 
the Banu al-Mustaliq had been subdued, the Muslim ammj 
ypped for a rest, but then the Prophet unexpectedly ore 
tmy to continue the march back. 
mown to everyone else, “A’isha had stepped out} 
fo va fe sw minutes and had left the camp, seeking 
On her way back she had noticed that her on : 
Si Sap ‘and so she retraced her steps to try @ 


~~. 


eh e had at last found it and finally returned té 


Fray 


was -. nd that everyone had gone. The men who 
mying her litter had thought she was still in it, and hae 
itup, st rapped it to the camel and marched on. 
sha, Who trusted completely in Allah, sat dowE 
waitec th hoping that someone would notice her absence and et 
back for her. Fortunately she did not have long to wait, fo 
young - Mu lim man named Safwan ibn al-Mu‘attal, who k 
fallen behind the army after taking a rest, reached the Cat 
during gthen ight and found her lying fast asleep. Safwan im 
jately recognised her, because he had seen her in the ea 
before Allah had commanded Muslim women to We 
“Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji‘un!” — “Sure 
rom Allah and surely to Him we return!” hea : 
urprise, \ eene A isha up with the loudness of hit 


‘ - 
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did not say anything else, and as “A’isha put the scarf that had 
fallen off her head while she was asleep back on, Safwan made 
his camel kneel down close to her so that she could climb up 
on to it; and then, leading the camel with his hand, he set off on 
foot after the army, hoping that they would soon catch up with 
it — which they eventually did later the next morning, since the 
army had halted for a rest during the hottest part of the da\ 

Unfortunately some hypocrites who had seen Safwan an 
‘A’isha arrive alone together began to gossip and spread sla 
ous lies about them. Eventually the story reached the P: 
himself 2, and by then the whole community was talking 
what might or might not have happened between the two 
Muslims. Naturally the muminun were certain that noth 
had happened, but the munafigqun thought otherwise a 
not afraid to insinuate that this was the case. 

As aresult of all this gossip, the Prophet % and his ho 
came under a great strain, and in fact *A’isha herself fe! 
because she was aware of what the hypocrites were say! 
her, but because the Prophet # did not seem to care {: 
much as he had done before the campaign against the | 
Mustaliq. Finally, someone told her what some peo; 
saying. This made *A’isha even more ill, so with the P 
permission, she 4s went to stay at the house of her p: 

When she arrived, she said to her mother, Umm 
“Mother! What are the people saying?” She replied 
daughter! Do not make too much of the business. B 
seldom has there been a woman of beauty with a husb. 
loves her and who has co-wives but that people say a |: 
her.” “A’isha said, “Glory be to Allah! The people ha\ 
been saying this?” 

‘Aisha said, “I spent the entire night until mornin 
to stop weeping and could not sleep at all. Morning | 
still weeping.” 


In the meantime, when Safwan was confronted with the 
Hlegations eabeen made, he replied, “Glory be to Allah! 
By / mea ] have never removed the veil of any woman!” 

ad been no revelation to clarify the matter, the 
Prope cas kec Barira, who was ‘A’isha’s maid servant, if she 
N é anyth iing in “A’isha’s behaviour that was at all doubtful. 
‘Him v who sent you with the truth,” she replied, “I have 
seen no thing.» Ww ong with her, other than that she is a young 
girl and some times she falls asleep while she is kneading the 
dough ind a lamb comes along and eats it!”’ 
me Of the Companions who were present scolded Barira 
i her to come to the point. “Glory be to Allah!” she 
replied. “T kno! W as much about her as a jeweller knows abo 
re gold!” 

My penhet may Allah bless him and grant him peace, alsé 

asked Z aya bin Jahsh for her opinion, since he valued if 


hig thly 


since > ther 


and tol | 
' 


a ip pie ce of 3 ' 


th ough she and A’isha were frequently at odds with one 
pees ner ai and Zaynab’s sister, Hamna, was one of those wht 
ac vel: ly gossiping and spreading the rumour, she repl 
Without hesitation: “O Messenger of Allah,” she said, “Ty 
notre epeat anything that I have not heard with my own ez 
s with my own eyes. By Allah, I find nothing in hel 


Ss.” | 

Pr c phet, 4 then tried to vindicate ‘A’isha’s honour 
calling | 5 ever yone to the mosque and publicly defending he 
Tepl ute ition, Dut the hypocrites who had started the trouble in 
the first plac ce only made matters worse, so that arguments broke 
‘out al | ove r the mosque, and people had almost come to blows 
over the elmatter before the Prophet # calmed them down and 

sile n them. 
Prophet # then came to Abu Bakr’s house, where “A’isl 
had been c ryi g her heart out, and in the presence of her paren 


j The 1é 
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did not say anything else, and as “A’isha put the scarf that had 
fallen off her head while she was asleep back on, Safwan made 
his camel kneel down close to her so that she could climb 


on to it; and then, leading the camel with his hand, he set of! 


foot after the army, hoping that they would soon catch up w) 
it — which they eventually did later the next morning, since ( 


army had halted for a rest during the hottest part of the d: 

Unfortunately some hypocrites who had seen Safwan | 

‘Aisha arrive alone together began to gossip and spread sla: 
ous lies about them. Eventually the story reached the Pro 
himself 4s, and by then the whole community was talking : 
what might or might not have happened between the two \ 
Muslims. Naturally the muminun were certain that nothi 
had happened, but the munafiqun thought otherwise and 
not afraid to insinuate that this was the case. 

As aresult of all this gossip, the Prophet # and his hou 
came under a great strain, and in fact “A’isha herself fel] : 
because she was aware of what the hypocrites were sayin: 
her, but because the Prophet # did not seem to care fo: 
much as he had done before the campaign against the B. 
Mustalig. Finally, someone told her what some peop). 
saying. [his made “A’isha even more ill, so with the Pr 
permission, she 4 went to stay at the house of her par< 

When she arrived, she said to her mother, Umm k 
“Mother! What are the people saying?” She replied, 
daughter! Do not make too much of the business. B\ 
seldom has there been a woman of beauty with a husbai 
loves her and who has co-wives but that people say a lot : 
her. A’isha said, “Glory be to Allah! The people hav: 
been saying this?” 

‘Aisha said, “I spent the entire night until morning | 
to stop weeping and could not sleep at all. Morning fou 
still weeping.” 


>. i 
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Int th leameantime, when Safwan was confronted with the 
é alle @ations that had been made, he replied, “Glory be to. Allah’ 
Allat 1,1 have never removed the veil of any woman!’ 
“Since e there had been no revelation to clarify the matter, the 
Prophet 3 asked Barira, who was ‘A’isha’s maid servant, if she 
pceo lything in Aisha’s behaviour that was at all doubtful 
B By Hi M who sent you with the truth,” she replied, “I have 
no thi @ wrong with her, other than that she is a young 
f£ sil 2 an: ds ometimes she falls asleep while she is kneading the 
li UE th a nd a lamb comes along and eats it!” 

Sof the Companions who were present scolded Bag 
Bier to come to the point. “Glory be to Allah 
pire et ‘T know as much about her as a jeweller knows@ 
Re >€ 0 ‘pure gold!” 

@he Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him pt 
asked Z Zaynab bint Jahsh for her opinion, since hey 
‘hig a a 
Ithough she and “A’isha were frequently at oddsi¥ 
Hater and Zaynab’s sister, Hamna, was one of 10S¢ 
)Weteactively gossiping and spreading the rumour, she 
wit lout hesitation: “O Messenger of Allah,” she sai 
notrepeat anything that I have not heard with my own @@ 
Seen with my own eyes. By Allah, | find nothing in he 
go sdn >< a? 

T he P phet, % then tried to vindicate *A’isha’s honour B} 
illing « veryone to the mosque and publicly defending her 
eiBition, but the hypocrites who had started the trouble in 
the first: place Only made matters worse, so that arguments broke 
Outall over the mosque, and people had almost come to blon 
cover the matter before the Prophet # calmed them dows 
‘silencec ‘them. 
The Prophet % then came to Abu Bakr’s house, wher 
hadibeen crying her heart out, and in the presence of he 


at ad: 


ee) ee a 
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did not say anything else, and as “A’isha put the scart that had 


fallen off her head while she was asleep back on, Safwan made 
his camel kneel down close to her so that she could climb up 


on to it; and then, leading the camel with his hand, he set off 
foot after the army, hoping that they would soon catch up wi! 


it — which they eventually did later the next morning, since the 


army had halted for a rest during the hottest part of the dé 

Unfortunately some hypocrites who had seen Safwan. 
‘A’isha arrive alone together began to gossip and spread sla 
ous lies about them. Eventually the story reached the Pr 
himself 3%, and by then the whole community was talking 
what might or might not have happened between the two | 
Muslims. Naturally the muminun were certain that noth: 
had happened, but the munafiqun thought otherwise anc 
not afraid to insinuate that this was the case. 

As aresult of all this gossip, the Prophet % and his hoi 
came under a great strain, and in fact “A’isha herself fe!! 
because she was aware of what the hypocrites were sayin 
her, but because the Prophet # did not seem to care fo 
much as he had done before the campaign against the F 
Mustalig. Finally, someone told her what some peop 
saying. This made “A’isha even more ill, so with the P: 
permission, she = went to stay at the house of her pa 

When she arrived, she said to her mother, Umm | 
“Mother! What are the people saying?” She replied. 
daughter! Do not make too much of the business. B 
seldom has there been a woman of beauty with a husb. 
loves her and who has co-wives but that people say a lo 
her.” “A’isha said, “Glory be to Allah! The people ha 
been saying this?” 

‘Aisha said, “I spent the entire night until mornin 
to stop weeping and could not sleep at all. Morning | 
still weeping.” 


Mough and a lamb comes along and eats it!” 
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Inthe meantime, when Safwan was confronted with the 
allegations that had been made, he replied, “Glory be to Allah: 
ByAl lah, Ihave never removed the veil of any woman!’ 

ince there had been no revelation to clarify the matter, the 


| Prophe t asked Barira, who was ‘A’isha’s maid servant, if she 


ha ds se ee in A isha s behaviour that was at all doubtful. 
By Him Who sent you with the truth,” she replied, “I have 
= nothing wrong with her, other than that she is a young 
Girlhand sometimes she falls asleep while she is kneading the 


“ 


Some of the Companions who were present scolded Bari 
and tc id her to come to the point. “Glory be to Allah!” gi 
repliec 11 know as much about her as a jeweller knows abou 
se) of pure gold!” 

Sie Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peagé 
asked Z aynab bint Jahsh for her opinion, since he value 
hig hly. 
; ! Ithough she and “A’isha were frequently at odds witht 
anot ler and Zaynab’s sister, Hamna, was one of those 
were actively gossiping and spreading the rumour, she rep 
with 101 it hesitation: “O Messenger of Allah,” she saidy™ 
not: re} deat anything that I have not heard with my own Cafgiar 
seen V vith my own eyes. By Allah, | find nothing in hemipa 


bb] 


5 5 1e Prophet, 4% then tried to vindicate *A’isha’s honour By 


ues 
° Ba.’ 


ailing everyone to the mosque and publicly defending hes 
reputation, Dut the hypocrites who had started the trouble im 
the first place Only made matters worse, so that arguments ses <e 
outall Over the mosque, and people had almost come to BlOy 
oventhe matter before the Prophet % calmed them dowmand 
silenced them. 

The Prophet 4 then came to Abu Bakr’s house, wheres 


had been crying her heart out, and in the presence of ng 


cay’ 
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he first said the shahada, and then continued, “If you are 
innocent, then Allah Himself will protect your honour, and j{ 
by accident there has been a lapse on your part, then seek the 
forgiveness of Allah and He will pardon you, for when a slave 
admits a fault and turns to Him in repentance, then Allah also 
turns and accepts that repentance.” 


‘A’ isha = said, “When the Messenger of Allah % finished 


what he was Saying, my tears stopped so that I was not awar 
of a single tear. | said to my father, “Answer the Messenger 0 
Allah for me regarding what he has said.’ He said, “By Alla 


I do not know what to say to the Messenger of Allah.’ | said to 


my mother, “Answer the Messenger of Allah for me regard 
what he has said.’ She said, “By Allah, I do not know w' 
say to the Messenger of Allah.’”’ 

‘Aisha said, “I am a young girl who does not yet 
much of the Qur’an. By Allah, I know that you have hea: 
story that people are saying and it has become fixed in y 
and you have believed it. If I were to say to you tha 
innocent, you would not believe me. If I were to con 
something to you — and Allah knows that I am innocen' 
would believe me. By Allah, I can only say what the fi 
Yusuf said, ‘Patience is beautiful, and Allah is my prot 
against what you describe.’ (Qur'an: 12.18) 

‘Aisha said, “Then I turned over on my bed, Allah k: 
that I was innocent and hoping that Allah would proc! 
innocent. However, by Allah, I did not think that any re) 
would be sent down regarding me. I thought too little o! 
that something would be said in the Qur'an regard 
however | hoped that the Messenger of Allah * would 
dream in which Allah would exonerate me.” 

She had hardly finished speaking when the Pr 
received a direct revelation of some more ayats of the | 
and when it was over, he smiled and said, “Do not 
‘A’isha, for Allah has revealed proof of your innocen 


—« 


‘Eyery man will receive what he has earned for this sin, 
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ha emotes who had been standing next to her, said, 
" ye nk him.” 

HH] . exclaimed "A isha, whose title, ‘Siddiga’, means 
ful one > 1 will not thank him and praise him, but 
h Who as given the revelation that has protected 
{fra 


\ 
PF nNoOnour 


Then the P rophet = went to the mosque and recited what 


had just been sent down: 


Su ely those who fabricated the lie 
are a group from among you. 

De not think it is a bad thing for you; 
no, it is good for you. 


and whoever had the greater part in it 
- will have a great punishment. 


Wh y did the men and women believers, 
d when they heard it, 

| think good in their selves and say: 
“ *This is clearly a lie’? 


Why did they not produce four witnesses 
Since they did not produce witnesses, ~ 
they are certainly liars in the sight of Allahy) 


| If it were not for the grace of Allah 
% and His mercy on you 

in this world and in the next world, 
an awful doom would have overtaken you 
for what you repeated. 


& ice you received it with your tong 
peated what you did not know anyth in 
a with your mouths, 

| you thought it was a trifle, — 
but in the sight of Allah it is serious: 


' 
ey , 
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Why, when you heard it, 
did you not say: 
| ‘It is not for us to repeat this. 
F Glory be to You (O Allah), 
t this is a serious rumour.’ 


Allah warns you to never 
repeat anything like this again, 
if you are indeed believers. 


And Allah makes the signs clear to you: 
and Allah is Knowing, Wise. 


Surely those who love to spread around slander about 
those who believe 
will have a painful punishment 
in this world and in the next world; 
and Allah knows and you do not know. 


(Quran 


‘A’isha’ forgave those who had let themselves be 
in the slander and in later years would not hear an: 
Said against them. 

The fact that “A’isha’s honour and reputation 
protected by a revelation from Allah could not be 
anyone, and from then on everyone was more awar 
station with Allah. 

It was also during the course of “A’isha’s marri. 
Prophet Muhammad % that the Muslim communi 

so rapidly that Makka was eventually conquered b) 
army, and preparations were made for the first « 
battles that were successfully fought against the k 
the Persians — after the letters from Muhammad 
Heraclius and Chosroes to embrace Islam and w: 
alone had been contemptuously ignored. 


theysfound the 
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fy Expansion — even the idea of which 
ime of Khadija’ s death have seemed like a wild 
ded, in 6 AH, by the treaty of Hudaybiyya, 
> which peace Was declared between the Quraysh 
islims for ten years, and the right of the Muslims to 
Nand do ‘wmra unharmed was recognised by the 
uslims had to wait for a year before they 
nra. ‘tha year was not long in passing, and in the 
1e€ ews: >f Khaybar, who like the other Jews around 
iad attempted to destroy the Muslim community by 
y their peace agreements with the Muslims and support- 
ol-wor shippers, were fought and defeated. 
Miter the Jews of Khaybar had been defeated, a Jewess 
sed) to Serve the Prophet some poisoned meat — whick 
‘informed him that it had been poisoned, so that he of 
mall taste of it. Even though one of his Companio 
who had alread eaten some of the meat subsequently died, & 
Me ssenger of A Hah 4 forgave the Jewess and let her go fig 
Jews of Khaybar were permitted to stay on their la 
that they paid a yearly tribute to the Muslims 
me of the Muslims began to grow more wealthy 
een the past. Indeed on one occasion, the Propht 
d Hiby ‘2 Yisha and Hafsa, asked him for some mone 
dic dnoth ave — for there was never one night that he lay 
eer ) with any money in his possession. The Prophet 
ia distressec by this — not because he did not have the money 
) give a , but rather because it was this that apparently 
ey desirec cg 
At this tir ne, both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar visited him 4 and 
Messenger of Allah seated, surrounded by} 
vho were all silent. Abu Bakr said to himself, “ByA 
] sc mething to cheer up the Messenger of Allal 


| on the | 
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Why, when you heard it, 
did you not say: 
‘It is not for us to repeat this. 
Glory be to You (O Allah), 
this is a serious rumour.’ 


Allah warns you to never 
repeat anything like this again, 
if you are indeed believers. 


And Allah makes the signs clear to you: 
and Allah is Knowing, Wise. 


Surely those who love to spread around slander about 
those who believe 
will have a painful punishment 
in this world and in the next world; 
and Allah knows and you do not know. 


(Qur'an: 2 


‘Aisha’ forgave those who had let themselves be « 
in the slander and in later years would not hear any! 
Said against them. 

The fact that “A’isha’s honour and reputation 
protected by a revelation from Allah could not be |; 
anyone, and from then on everyone was more aware 0 
station with Allah. 

It was also during the course of *A’isha’s marriag 
Prophet Muhammad % that the Muslim community : 
so rapidly that Makka was eventually conquered by t! 
army, and preparations were made for the first o! 
battles that were successfully fought against the Ro 
the Persians — after the letters from Muhammad 
Heraclius and Chosroes to embrace Islam and wor: 
alone had been contemptuously ignored. 
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raordinary expansion — even the idea of which 
the ime Of Khadija’s death have seemed like a wild 
Vas heralded, in 6 AH, by the treaty of Hudaybiyya, 
Vavinttie of which peace was declared between the Quraysh 
and the Musli ims for ten years, and the right of the Muslims to 
entem Makka and do ‘wnra unharmed was recognised by the 
Co aysh. " 
— Althe ugh the Muslims had to wait for a year before they 
umra, that year was not long in passing, and in the 
intervallthe Jews of Khaybar, who like the other Jews around 
Madina ha d attempted to destroy the Muslim community by 
‘breaking their peace agreements with the Muslims and support- 
ing the idol Eworshippers, were fought and defeated. 
After th © Jews of Khaybar had been defeated, a Jewess 
managed to s srve the Prophet some poisoned meat — which 
itself info on him that it had been poisoned, so that he@ 
hadlaysmall taste of it. Even though one of his Compan 
ae re ady eaten some of the meat subsequently died} 
Par of Allah % forgave the Jewess and let her go fre 
The sof Khaybar were permitted to stay on their lam 
provid sd that they paid a yearly tribute to the Muslims. Ag 
result, s som > of the Muslims began to grow more wealthy t 
they had been in the past. Indeed on one occasion, the Prophell 
wives, lec by ‘Aisha and Hafsa, asked him for some money 
ine e Pid not have — for there was never one night that he lay 
down to sleep with any money in his possession. The Prophet 
We as C ms essed by this — not because he did not have the money 
| to them, but rather because it was this that apparently 
hey y Fs rec : 
» Atthis time, both Abu Bakr and “Umar visited him and 
they und the Messenger of Allah seated, surrounded by h is 
Who were all silent. Abu Bakr said to himself, “BY \l 


Twill Sy something to cheer up the Messenger of Allahy 


could do 


Wives 
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he said, “Messenger of Allah, if I were to see the daughter of 
Kharija asking me for money, I would strike her on the neck’ 
The Messenger of Allah 35 smiled and said, “These ones you 
see around me have asked me for money.” So Abu Bakr went 
to grab “Aisha and “Umar went to grab Hafsa, both exclaiming. 
~Do you ask the Messenger of Allah for something he does no| 
have!” The women said, “By Allah, we would never ask the 
Messenger of Allah for something he does not have!” 

This was not the only marital problem which he 
experienced at this time. There was a great deal of rivalry 
between some of the wives and also Hafsa had told ° 
something which the Prophet # had told her not to d 
because it was something which would increase the | 
between the wives. Some sources say that he had told | 
Abu Bakr and “Umar would rule after him. In any case, | d 
away from them for a whole month, during which man 
Companions began to think either that he was going to 
them or that he had already done so. 

It is related by Umar 4: that he went to visit the P. 
who was staying alone in a small upper room, in ord« 
out what was happening. First of all he visited his y 
Hafsa, who was weeping, and asked her if the Pro ( 
divorced his wives. “I don’t know,” she sobbed. The: 1 
and asked to see the Prophet. After he had been given p: | 
to enter, ‘Umar climbed up the ladder and into the sin 

“T visited the Messenger of Allah % and he was | 
mat. I sat down and he drew up his lower garment | 

He had nothing else on, and the mat had left its ma: 
sides. I looked around at what stores the Messenger 

had, and saw only a handful of barley equal to one s. 
equal amount of mimosa leaves in the corner of the | 
a tanned leather bag hanging nearby, and I was move 
He % said, 


‘Ibn al-Khattab, what is making you cry?’ and | 
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essenger of Allah, how can I not cry? This mat has left 
Pyour sides and I can only see what I have seen of your 
: pod Chosroes are leading their lives of plenty. 
the Messenger of Allah, His Chosen One, and 
lat \ ou | have!” 

|-k cha attab, he answered, 
>I ie next world, and for them there is this world?’ 

Is said | Then I said, “O Messenger of Allah, what has 
iwith your wives? If you have divorced them, then 
fis with you, and His angels, Jibril and Mika’il, and 
krand I and the believers are with you. 

Seldom had I talked like that and hoped that Allah 


"A to the words that I uttered.” And so it happened 


€ ae 
— 
_— 


‘isn tit enough for you that 


it ye ou both turn to Allah in repentance, 
then that is what your hearts desire; 

anc if you help each other against him, 

then surely Allah Himself 

is protector, and Jibril, and the righteous from 

among the believers, 

ind as s well as that, the angels will help him, 


malt may be, if he divorces you, 
that his Lord will give him wives 
are better than you, who submit, who believe,” 
who are devout, 
vyho are repentant, who worship, who fast, 
h hether they have been previously married 

y or are virgins. 
7 (Qur’an: 66.4- 5) 


ot the Prophet Muhammad # never divorced any of 
and as we grow more aware about how they li} 
le hl de pleased with all of them, it is clear that 
ale of the qualities of the women described@ 
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which for most of them lasted long after the Prophet's # 


and he replied, “No.” So after talking for a while longer 


After the month was up, the Prophet Muhammad 


first.” He then recited these verses: 


O Prophet, say to your wives: 
‘If you desire the life of this world and its adornn 
then come, and I will make you content, 
and I will release you with a fair release. 


But if you desire Allah and His Messenger 
and the abode of the next world, 
then truly Allah has prepared an immense rew 
for those of you who do good.’ 


(Qur'an: 3 


“Is there any need to consult my parents?” replied 
“Indeed I desire Allah and His Messenger and the abo 
next world.” And her response was followed by all of | 
wives. ; 


last ayat. Perhaps this ayat served as a reminder to them, a 
reminder that they would remember for the rest of their days 


Returning to Sayyiduna “‘Umar’s account of his visit to the 
Prophet 3% during the month of separation from his wives, ‘Umar 
then asked, “O Messenger of Allah, have you divorced them 


how in Makka the men tended to dominate the women, whereas 
in Madina the women tended to dominate the men, which is 
what the womenfolk from Makka had learned to do after the: 
had made hijra to Madina — ‘Umar climbed down and stood al 
the door of the mosque and called out at the top of his voice 

~The Messenger of Allah % has not divorced his wiv: 


went to “A’isha’s room. She was delighted to see him, but 

more serious when he said that some ayats had been revealed 
to him which required him to put two options before her." 
not make a hasty decision,” he said, “and consult your | 


lays, when their ‘umra had been completed. 
1g a... this, the Prophet % sent an army of three 
Muslims northwards to the borders of the Byzantt 
in) What is now Palestine to chastise the tribes 
the messengers whom he had sent to call then 
@tribes called on the Emperor Heraclius for sup 
he Muslim army arrived at Mu’ta, they foundt 
lves facing an army of two hundred thousand men. M 
Muslims c ied as shahids on the day of the battle, B 
the tactics of Khalid bin Walid, the Greeks withdi 
jay,and so the Muslims were able to return to W 
y unscathed. 
When nev IS of the battle of Mu ta finally reached Mak 
Quraysh mistakenly believed that the Muslims had bé 
roughly defeated by the Greeks, and decided to renew the 
sition to the Prophet 2. In doing so, they deliberately brok 
1e treaty th: tthey had made at Hudaybiyya, by allowing thet 
allies toattack and kill some of the allies of the Muslims wh 
ived near Makka. 
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e panes true to her word both during the lifetime 

eee ards. Once, when the Muslims were 

wealth, she was given a gift of one hundred 
She was fasting when she received the 
i Pited all of it to the poor and needy, even 
dno provisions in her house. Shortly after that, 
int Said to her, “Couldn’t you have bought a 
th of n neat with which to break your fast?” 


Hihought of it,” she replied, “I would have done 


ar hac passed following the treaty of Hudaybiyya, 

wvelled to Makka and they were able to complete 
the ‘unre, doing everything as the Prophet % did 
nce. With the terms of the treaty, the Muslims left 


_ 
; 
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Accordingly the Prophet Muhammad # marched on Makka 
at the head of an army of ten thousand Muslims. Despite every: 
one’s fears, he conquered it with hardly a drop of blood being 
spilled. As always, the mercy and forgiveness that he displayed 
towards those who had relentlessly opposed him for so man 
years changed peoples’ hearts, and many of the people of M: kka 
now embraced Islam as a result. 

Having pardoned all of the Quraysh, with the exception: 
four men who had all committed murder for personal reasons 
the Prophet #% smashed all the idols and destroyed al! the 
paintings that had been placed inside the Ka‘ba by the 
worshippers. The sanctity of the sanctuary of Makka ha 
restored, and at long last the Muslims were free to com 
go in Makka as they pleased. 

In the midst of the peace and rejoicing, however, ne\ 
that the tribes of Hawazin and Thaqif were preparing ' 
the Muslims. The Muslim army that had conquered ' 
swelled to twelve thousand by some of the men f) 
Quraysh who had just embraced Islam, marched to a pla 
Hunayn. 

For the first time in their experience, the Muslims 
outnumbered the enemy, of whom there were only ab 
thousand. 

This nearly proved to be the Muslims’ undoing, |: 
of them felt secure because of their large numbers, rai 
because of their reliance on Allah. When the enemy s 
attacked at dawn, showering down arrows from the | 
Muslims were taken by surprise and many began to | 

A small group stood firm with the Prophet *, one : 
was Umm Sulaym bint Milhan, the wife of Abu Talha. / 
she was very pregnant at the time, she had armed her: 

a dagger to use against the kafirun. 

Fortunately the strong Muslims rallied round the 

%, and although there were only six hundred of th: 
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concertec effort, fighting valiantly in the way of Allah, turned 
the tide of the battle until those who had turned away in the 
nic and confusion had returned and the battle was won. 
Afte t € battle of Hunayn, the only continued resistance to 
° Musli ms was from the north and north-east, from the Byzant- 
ine an d Persian Empires. Having heard that the Greeks were 
preparir ng ahuge army to conquer the Muslims, Muhammad # 
prep. ared < a large army of thirty thousand men and marched out 
in the heat of the late summer to do battle with them. 
After a long, hard, hot march, the Muslim army reached 
abuk, < nd here they learned that the Greeks had retreated back 
int ) their own territory. Accordingly, having made peace treaties | : 
with all the border tribes, the Muslims returned to Madina, if 
time for: many of them to go on the pilgrimage to Makka. Thos 
who had made weak excuses in order to avoid going Of 
expedition to Tabuk now felt great shame and regret 
The Prophet # himself did not go on the pilgrim 
I, fo ‘people were coming to Madina from all over tt 
s to embrace Islam and to pledge allegiance to hint 
is year that came to be known as ‘the Year of the Delegatt 
g which, at one point, the Prophet became so e hat 
from nsec ig people that he had to pray sitting down. 
So instead, Abu Bakr led the pilgrims. It was during 
haj that ie ayat in the Qur’an that forbade the idol-worshipx 
from ever entering the sanctuary of Makka again were revealé 
hey we ere made public during the hajj by ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib 
10 Wa Sent straight from Madina to Makka as soon as they 
had been revealed, so that as many people as possible would 
hear a 
The following year, when the time for the pee drew 
eal fps Prophet % announced that he was going on the} 
andias aresult everyone wanted to do it with him. The M | 
d did not live in or near Madina either first tra 


N Madina i n order to accompany him on the journeyt 


Initial pe 
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or else travelled to Makka from every part of Arabia and joined other yeing Abu Hurayra -, Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 2s, and Anas 
him there. 23 alik és. M any of these hadiths are about some of the most 
Amongst the people on what has become known as ‘the inuimateaspects of personal behaviour and hygiene which only 
Farewell Pilgrimage’ of the Prophet # was ‘Aisha, for the _someonein A’isha’s position could have learned. 
Prophet asked all of his wives, may Allah be pleased with them, It was during the course of his marriage with “A’isha # 
to accompany him, to ensure that they all fulfilled this particulay Prop het # married several other wives, usually to 
obligation that every Muslim owes to his or her Lord Sirenethen ties between important families and tribes, or to 
It was an extraordinary pilgrimage. There never had been | relieve the harc Ship of a woman who had been unexpectedly 
and there never has been, and there never will be, another /ic - divorcec or widowed, or in order to clearly demonstrate whom i 
quite like it, for at its heart was the Prophet Muhammad © anc ijwas permissible for a Muslim to marry, but above all because 2 
around him were his Family and Companions, may the blessings ; all of his m uriages had been decreed by Allah. and because 
and peace of Allah be on them, and during it the aya! o! the  alllofhis Wives were exceptional women. 
Qur'an was revealed: 


This day I have perfected your deen for you 
and have completed My blessing on you, 
and have chosen Islam for you as your deer. 


(Qur 


It was also during this /ajj that the Prophet # gave his 
Farewell Khutba, whose words still ring 1n our ears a 
in our hearts all these centuries later. When he * had | 
speaking to the thousands upon thousands of Muslims v 
gathered around him on the plain of Arafat, he raised h 
slightly and asked, “My Lord, have I delivered the me: 

And thousands upon thousands of voices from al! 
him answered his question: “Yes, you have.” And n 
those who were present passed on that message to th: 
were not present, and so it has continued, right up unti! 

And one of those who was present was *A’ isha 4, 0! 
the Prophet 3 once said, may Allah bless him and gra 
peace, “Learn some of your deen from this red-haired |: 
meaning “A’isha. 

This is not surprising, for she is one of the four | 
who have transmitted more than two thousand /adit/ 


~ ‘ 
’ v | w / 
; y Ros 
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Hafsa bint ‘Umar 


-_ 
oe « 


& Hafeanmay Allah be pleased with her, was the daughter of 
= Pibn al-Khattab 4. She had been married to someone 

i‘ Re but was widowed when she was still very young, only 
Weneen Umar asked both Abu Bakr and ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, 
one after ‘the other , if they would like to marry her, but they 

. bolt peunes Tbecause they knew that the Prophet # had 
expressed an interest in marrying her. 
> When Umar went to the Prophet # to complain about their 
behaviour, tl he Prophet smiled and said, “Hafsa will Marry one 
better than ‘ Uthman and “Uthman will marry one better the n 
»Wmar was startled and then realised that it we St 

- who was asking for her hand in marriage. Hey 
WI ith delight. They were married just after the batt 
vhen I afsa was about twenty years old and the Prophet 
e fitth y-S1X ‘ 

By this marr ee. the Prophet 3 strengthened the ties between 
sis closest companions, the two who would becom 

Ww wo 0 ightly guided khalifs after his death. He % was 

now mar ied 0 the daughter of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr, ‘A’isha, 
le aughter of Sayyiduna ‘Umar, Hafsa. 
of the ‘other closest companions of the Prophet & who 
| a wouldibecome the third and fourth rightly guided khalifs were 

: ‘alee Sonnecte d to the Prophet through marriage: 
4 sa una Uthman ibn ‘Affan 2 had married Rugayya, 

- the daug mer of the Prophet, in Makka, and then, after her death | 
1M s00n after the battle of Badr, he had married Umm 

— Kulthum, also the daughter of the Prophet 3. It was because he 
‘marrieg 1 ty vo of the daughters of the Prophet, may Allah bles 
him ei@erant him peace, that ‘Uthman was given the titleo 
Phit'n-d urdyn, which means ‘the possessor of two lights”. 
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me s0rised the whole of the Qur’an 

PY Of the Quran which was recorded 

(ou Bakr s instructions, and which was 

keeping, was then given by “Umar 
m Uthman eventually became the 
feral Written copies of the Qur an to be 
i be Sent to the main centres of the now 
ism empire — and it was the copy in 
Was used, after it had been meticulously 
facy by referring to all the other written 
m and to all the Muslims who knew the 


And Sayyiduna ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib & had marred | alma, 
the youngest daughter of the Prophet, shi rt betore the Pri phe 
% had married ‘A’ isha. 

Hafsa, like *A’isha, with whom she became close friends 
was never at a loss for words, and was not afraid to argue with 
the Prophet # who was content to allow her to say what she 
thought. One day, while speaking to Hafsa’s mother, “Uma 
said, “I think I shall do so-and-so.” Whereupon his wile replied 
“But it would be better if you did such-and-such © 

“Are you arguing with me, woman?” said ‘Umar, who wag 
a fierce man who did not expect his wives to talk bac} 
“Why not?” she answered. “Your daughter keeps arguing 
with the Messenger of Allah until she upsets him for the whole ‘Hafsa ith the Prophet in Madina for eight years. 
day.” nay Allah t iim and grant him peace, and lived on for 
‘Umar 4: immediately put on his cloak and went directly other thir Syears after his death, witnessing with joy 
to his daughter’s house. “Is it true thal you argue with the pansion of Islam under her father’s guidances 
Messenger of Allah?” he asked. ptroubles that beset the Muslim communi 
“Indeed I do,” she replied. # Uthman. She died in 47 AH at the ag 
‘Umar was just about to chastise her for \ nsidered 


ay Allah be pleased with her. 

were bad manners, when the Prophet * cam room and 
would not allow him to even touch her. So © nt round 
to visit Umm Salama, to whom “Umar was 
try and influence Hafsa’s behaviour throug! 

“I wonder at you, Ibn Khattab,” she si 
listened to him. “You have interfered in ev: 
now interfere between the Messenger of All« 

Sayyiduna “Umar 4, when relating this in 
“And she kept on at me until she made me 
what I thought proper.” 

Some sources say that the Prophet % diy: 
a single divorce and that ‘Umar was heart-b 
happened and began to throw dust on his 
Prophet took her back after Jibril # had descx 
him, “Take Hafsa back. She fasts and prays 
your wife in the Garden.” 
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And Sayyiduna °Ali ibn Abi Talib -4 had married Fatima, 
the youngest daughter of the Prophet, shortly before the Prophet 
* had married ‘A’ isha. 

Hafsa, like “A’isha, with whom she became close friends. 
was never at a loss for words, and was not afraid to argue with 
the Prophet #2 who was content to allow her to say what she 
thought. One day, while speaking to Hafsa’s mother, ‘Umar 
said, 1 think I shall do so-and-so.” Whereupon his wife replied, 
“But it would be better if you did such-and-such.” 

“Are you arguing with me, woman?” said “Umar, who was 
a fierce man who did not expect his wives to talk back at him 

“Why not?” she answered. “Your daughter keeps arguing 


Hafsa 4] 


‘isha, Hafsa 4 memorised the whole of the Qur’an 
The written copy of the Qur’an which was recorded 
didn Phabit on Abu Bakr’s instructions, and which was 
to Umar for safekeeping, was then given by ‘Umar 
¢ look after. When ‘Uthman eventually became the 
Je instructed several written copies of the Qur’an to be 
lat tk >y could be sent to the main centres of the now 
panding Muslim empire — and it was the copy in 
sping that was used, after it had been meticulously 
Pits accuracy by referring to all the other written 
he Quran and to all the Muslims who knew the 
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day. 

S Winns > immediately put on his cloak and wen! 
to his daughter’s house. “Is it true that you argu: 
Messenger of Allah?” he asked. 

“Indeed I do,” she replied. 

‘Umar was just about to chastise her for what he « 
were bad manners, when the Prophet # came into the 
would not allow him to even touch her. So “Umar \ 
to visit Umm Salama, to whom “Umar was related, 
try and influence Hafsa’s behaviour through her 

“I wonder at you, Ibn Khattab,” she said, al! 
listened to him. “You have interfered in everythin 
now interfere between the Messenger of Allah and | 

Sayyiduna “Umar 4, when relating this incident! 
“And she kept on at me until she made me give ' 
what I thought proper.” 

Some sources say that the Prophet # divorced 
a single divorce and that “Umar was heart-broke: 
happened and began to throw dust on his head 
Prophet took her back after Jibril #5) had descended 
him, “Take Hafsa back. She fasts and prays and 
your wife in the Garden.” 
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plived with the Prophet in Madina for eight years, 
lan bless him and grant him peace, and lived on for 
linty-four years after his death, witnessing with joy 
35 anc expansion of Islam under her father’s guidance 
Tsorrow the troubles that beset the Muslim commun 
murder of “Uthman. She died in 47 AH at the 
=) may Allah be pleased with her. 
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Zaynab bint Khuzayma 


Zaynab bint Khuzayma, may Allah be pleased with her, was 
married to the Prophet @ in Ramadan, 4 AH, soon after his 
marriage to Hafsa when he was fifty-six years old and she was 
thirty years old. After she had been made a widow when he: 


husband was martyred at Badr, she offered herself in marriage 


to the Prophet # who accepted her proposal and married he: 


Zaynab bint Khuzayma 4: was so generous to orphans and 


the poor that she came to be known as the “Mother of the Poo 
She died only eight months after her marriage, may Alla! 
pleased with her, and although nota great deal is known: 
her today, there will be many who will testify to her gen: 
on the Last Day. 
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1 Salama Hind bint Abi Umayya, may Allah be pleased 
with t Sr, Was married to the Prophet * in 4 AH at the age of 
enine, alter her first husband, “Abdullah ibn “Abd’al- 
Shad died from the wounds he had received while fighting 
Jattle of Uhud. 
im Salama and “Abd’al-Asad had been among the first 
© embrace Islam in the early days of the Muslim 
munity in Makka. They had suffered at the hands of the 
hwho had tried to force them to abandon their new faith 
rad b ee mn among the first group of Muslims to seek refuge 
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Zaynab bint Khuzayma 


Zaynab bint Khuzayma, may Allah be pleased with her, was 
married to the Prophet 4 in Ramadan, 4 AH, soon after his 
marriage to Hafsa when he was fifty-six years old and she was 
thirty years old. After she had been made a widow when her 
husband was martyred at Badr, she offered herself in marriage 
to the Prophet #% who accepted her proposal and married her 
Zaynab bint Khuzayma 2» was so generous to orphans and 
the poor that she came to be known as the ‘Mother of the Poor 
She died only eight months after her marriage, may Allah be 
pleased with her, and although not a great deal is known about 
her today, there will be many who will testify to her gene 
on the Last Day. 
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Once while Umm Salama was nursing him, he said to he! 


“I once heard the Messenger of Allah 4 


ed him to say: 


should say, “O Lord, reward me for my affliction and g! 
something better than it in return, which only You, the E> 
and Mighty, can give.’ 

Abu Salama remained sick in bed for several days 
morning the Prophet # came to see him. The visit was | 
than usual, and while the Prophet was still at his bedsid 
Salama died. With his blessed hands, the Prophet clos 
eyes of his dead Companion and then raised them in p: 

“O Allah, grant forgiveness to Abu Salama; elev: 
among those who are near to You; take charge of his | 
all times; forgive us and him, O Lord of the worlds; m 
grave spacious for him and fill it with light. Amin.” 

Once again Umm Salama was alone, only now she 
one child, but several. There was no one to look afte! 
them. Recalling what her husband had told her while 
looking after him, she repeated the du ‘a that he had rem« 
“Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji‘un!” 

Allah and surely to Him we return!” she repeated 
reward me for my affliction and give me something be 
it in return, which only You, the Exalted and Mighty, c: 

Then she thought to herself, “What Muslim ts be! 
Abu Salama whose family was the first to emigrat 
Messenger of Allah #?” 

All the Muslims in Madina were aware of Umm S 
situation, and when her ‘idda period of four months 
days was over, Abu Bakr #: proposed marriage to he! 
refused. Then “Umar # asked her to marry him, but a: 
refused. Then the Prophet # himself asked for her 

marriage. 


— “Surely we co 


= say that whenever ; 
calamity afflicts anyone he should say what Allah has command 
‘Inna lillahi wa inna tlayhi raji‘un!’ — ‘Sure}\ 
we come from Allah and surely to Him we retum"’ and then | 
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O Messenger of Allah,’ Umm Salama replied, “I have three 
Main characteristics: | am a woman who is extremely jealous 
nd I am afraid that you will see something in me that will 
you angry and cause Allah to punish me; I am a woman 
is already advanced in age; and I am a woman who has 
ny | nhildren.”’ 
eA for your jealousy,” answered the Prophet %, “I pray to 
h the Almighty to take it away from you. As for your age, 
sider than you. As for your many children, they belong to 
yand His Messenger.” 
Phe Prophet’s answers eased her heart, and so they were 
fied in Shawwal, 4 AH, and so it was that Allah answered 
yer of Umm Salama and gave her better than Abu Salat 
gn that day on, Umm Salama was not only, the motk 
Jama, but also became “the Mother of the Beli iev. 
1 ir in’ ; 
mm Salama was not the only wife to have 
esult of the battle of Uhud, and thankst 
of t e Companions followed the ] 
ying widows and thereby bringing ther SI 
circle of their families, instea A 
ale on their own. | 
isk ha said, “When the Messenger of / 
1a. I felt very unhappy when he mentic 
waited until I saw her and she was eve 
ier description.” She was also from a ve 
OWr gor her keen intelligence. On more tha 
yphi ot « asked her advice in tricky ys sig t 
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Once while Umm Salama was nursing him, he said to her. 
“I once heard the Messenger of Allah 3 say that whenever a 
calamity afflicts anyone he should say what Allah has command- 
ed him to say: ‘Jnna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji‘un!’ — ‘Sure)y 
we come from Allah and surely to Him we return!’ and then he 
should say, “O Lord, reward me for my affliction and give me 
something better than it in return, which only You, the Exalted 
and Mighty, can give.’” 

Abu Salama remained sick in bed for several days. One 
morning the Prophet # came to see him. The visit was 
than usual, and while the Prophet was still at his bedsid 
Salama died. With his blessed hands, the Prophet clos 
eyes of his dead Companion and then raised them in p 

“O Allah, grant forgiveness to Abu Salama; elev: 
among those who are near to You; take charge of his {: 
all times; forgive us and him, O Lord of the worlds; n 
grave spacious for him and fill it with light. Amin.” 

Once again Umm Salama was alone, only now she 
one child, but several. There was no one to look alte 
them. Recalling what her husband had told her while 
looking after him, she repeated the du ‘a that he had rem 
“Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji‘un!” —*“Surely we c 
Allah and surely to Him we return!” she repeated. 
reward me for my affliction and give me something b¢ 
it in return, which only You, the Exalted and Mighty, « 

Then she thought to herself, “What Muslim ts be 
Abu Salama whose family was the first to emigra' 
Messenger of Allah #?” 


All the Muslims in Madina were aware of Umm $ S 
situation, and when her ‘idda period of four months n 
days was over, Abu Bakr # proposed marriage to he: e 
refused. Then “Umar # asked her to marry him, but a Ie 


refused. Then the Prophet # himself asked for he: i 
Marriage. 
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© Messenger of Allah,’ Umm Salama replied, “I have three 
sharacteristics: | am a woman who is extremely jealous 
am afraid that you will see something in me that will 
you angry and cause Allah to punish me; I am a woman 
iiready advanced in age; and I am a woman who has 
shildren.” 

: for your jealousy, ’ answered the Prophet , “I pray to 
= Almighty to take it away from you. As for your age, 
er than you. As for your many children, they belong to 
nd His Messenger.” 

Prophet's answers eased her heart, and so they were 
in Shawwal, 4 AH, and so it was that Allah answered 
C f Umm Salama and gave her better than Abu Salamag 
Aiihat day on, Umm Salama was not only the mother 
1a, but also became ‘the Mother of the Believers 
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had a conversation with him. After Jibril had left, the Prophet 
= Said to Umm Salama, “Do you know who that was?” and she 
replied that it was a man called Dihya al-Kalbi. 

“By Allah,” said Umm Salama, “I didn’t think it was anyone 
else until the Messenger of Allah % told me who it really was. 
She also had a home for her four children, Salama, ‘Umar. 
Zaynab and Durra who were the foster children of the Prophe' 

Once she was with the Prophet # with her daughter Zaynab 
when Fatima came with al-Hasan and al-Husayn. He % emb: 
ed his two grandsons and said, “May the mercy and blessi: 
Allah be upon you, O People of the House. He is Praisewo 
Glorious.”” Umm Salama began to weep and the Messen 
Allah # looked at her and asked tenderly, “Why a 
weeping?” 

She replied, ““O Messenger of Allah, you singled th: 
and left out me and my daughter!” 

He said, “You and your daughter are among the Pe 
the House.” 

Her daughter Zaynab grew up in the care of the Mes 
# and became one of the most intelligent women of hx 

Once Zaynab came in while the Prophet was bath . ibe eyes Sf people. He wanted hema 
he splashed water in her face. Afterwards her face reta: - fydibn Harith, whose background 
youthfulness even into her old age. aaa 7 of Zaynab bint Jahsh. | 

Her son Salama later married Umama, the daug 
Hamza, the uncle of the Prophet 4 martyred at Uhud 

Umm Salama # was married to the Prophet * fo 
years, until his death in 10 AH, and accompanied him on 
of his expeditions: Hudaybiyya, Khaybar, the Conq 
Makka, the siege of Ta‘if, the expedition against Hawaz 
Thaqif, and the Farewell Hajj. 

She continued to live for a long time, outliving all the 
wives of the Prophet, may Allah be pleased with them 
she died in 61 AH, at the age of eighty-four, may AI! 
pleased with her, and Abu Hurayra #: said the funeral | 
over her. 
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al bint Jahsh, may Allah be pleased with her, married 
| yphet Muhammad % in 5 AH, when she was thirty-five 
he ophet was fifty-eight, but only after her previous 
>, which had been arranged by the Prophet himself, 
idec in divorce. As with all the marriages of the Prophet 
mmad %, there was much for all the Muslims to learn 
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had a conversation with him. After Jibril had left, the Prophet 
#s Said to Umm Salama, “Do you know who that was?” 
replied that it was a man called Dihya al-Kalbi. 

“By Allah,” said Umm Salama, “I didn’t think it was anyone 
else until the Messenger of Allah # told me who it really was.” 

She also had a home for her four children, Salama, ‘Umar. 
Zaynab and Durra who were the foster children of the Prophet 

Once she was with the Prophet % with her daughter Zaynab 
when Fatima came with al-Hasan and al-Husayn. He 
ed his two grandsons and said, “May the mercy and blessing o! 
Allah be upon you, O People of the House. He is Praisewo. 


and she 
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Glorious.”*» Umm Salama began to weep and the Messen 
Allah # looked at her and asked tenderly, “Why ai 
weeping?” 


She replied, ““O Messenger of Allah, you singled the 
and left out me and my daughter!” 

He said, “You and your daughter are among the P< 
the House.” 

Her daughter Zaynab grew up in the care of the Me 
* and became one of the most intelligent women of h 

Once Zaynab came in while the Prophet was bat! 
he splashed water in her face. Afterwards her face ret: 
youthfulness even into her old age. 

Her son Salama later married Umama, the dau; 
Hamza, the uncle of the Prophet # martyred at Uhuc 

Umm Salama # was married to the Prophet * f 
years, until his death in 10 AH, and accompanied him « 
of his expeditions: Hudaybiyya, Khaybar, the Conca 
Makka, the siege of Ta ‘if, the expedition against Hawa 
Thagif, and the Farewell Hajj. 

She continued to live for a long time, outliving all th 
wives of the Prophet, may Allah be pleased with the: 
she died in 61 AH, at the age of eighty-four, may A! 
pleased with her, and Abu Hurayra » said the funeral! 
over her. 
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1e Prophet was fifty-eight, but only after her previous 
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couple, and that their marriage would demonstrate that it was 
not who their ancestors were, but rather their standing in the 
sight of Allah, that mattered. 

When the Prophet 3 asked for her hand on behalf of Zayd. 
Zaynab and her family were shocked at the idea of her marrying 
a man who in their eyes was only a freed slave. Moreover. 
Zaynab wanted to marry the Prophet % himself and in fact he 
had already been asked by her family whether or not he would 
like to marry her. At first both she and her brother refused, bu! 
then the following ayat was revealed: 


It is not for a believing man or a believing woman, 
when a matter has been decided 
by Allah and His Messenger, 
to have any Say in their decision; 
and whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger 
has most clearly gone astray. 


(Qur'an: 3- 


When Zayd, who also had misgivings about the pro| 
match, and Zaynab realised that there was no difference be! 
what the Prophet # wanted and what Allah wanted, they 
agreed to the marriage, the Prophet providing a handsome d: 
for Zaynab on Zayd’s behalf. 

The marriage, however, was not a success. Although 
Zayd and Zaynab were the best of people, who loved Alla 
His Messenger %, they were very different and in the end 
could not overcome their incompatibility. Zayd askex 
Prophet's permission to divorce Zaynab more than once 
although he was counselled to hold on to his wife and to 
Allah, in the end the divorce took place. 

The Prophet % was then ordered by Allah to marry Za’ 
bint Jahsh 2, which he did in 5 AH, when he was fifty-c 
years old and she was thirty-five. In so doing, he demonstr: 
beyond doubt that in Islam an adopted son is not regard« 
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Same light as a natural son, and that although a father may 
Pmarry a woman whom his natural son has married and 
Pdivorced, the father of an adopted son is permitted to marry 
man who was once, but is no longer, married to that adopted 


inthermore, by marrying Zaynab, the Prophet 4& also con- 
ned that it is permissible for cousins to marry, and, at the 
Netime, Zaynab & was given her heart’s desire to be married 
Best of Creation. 
ie Messenger of Allah % received the command to marry 
jab While he was with ‘A’isha «:. After he had received 
felation, he smiled and said, “Who will go and give Zaynab 
ood news?” and he recited the ayar that he had received, 
ne say that it was Zayd himself who took her the good new 
) Zaynab heard the news, she stopped what she wasé 
zayed to thank Allah. Afterwards, she was fond, 
lat her marriage had been arranged by Al 
ynab’s wedding feast was also the occas 
of Qur'an to be sent down. The Prophet 
p and then commanded his servant, Anas 
eto partake of it. After they had eaten, twe | 
fter the meal chatting. The Messenger 6 
id good-night to his other wives and the 
vo men were still there chatting. It was ¥ 
€t who did not like to criticise people dire 
Datiently until they left. Then Allah sent dowr 
Which is known as ‘the Ayar of the Hijab 
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‘ O you who believe! 

Do not go into the Prophet’s rooms 
ept after being given permission to come a 
not waiting for the food to be prepar 


However, when you are called, 


9 


= 


and when you have eaten, th 
and do not remain wanting to 
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If you do that, it causes injury to the Prophet 
though he is too reticent to tell you. 

But Allah is not reticent with the truth. 
When you ask his wives for something, 
ask them from behind a screen. 

That is purer for your hearts and their hearts. 
It is not for you to cause injury 
to the Messenger of Allah, 
nor ever to marry his wives after him. 

To do that would be something dreadful 
in the sight of Allah. 


Whether you make something known or conceal it. 
Allah has knowledge of all things. 


There is no blame on them regarding 
their fathers or their sons or their brothers, 
or their brothers’ sons or their sisters’ sons 

or their women or those their right hands own. 
Have fear of Allah. 
Allah is witness over everything. 


Allah and His angels pray blessings on the Proph 
O you who believe! 
Pray blessings on him and ask for peace for hin 


(Qur'an: 33.: 


Zaynab 2 was a woman who was constantly imme! 
the worship of Allah. It is related by Anas ibn Malik tha 
the Prophet # entered the mosque and found a rope ha 
down between two of the pillars, so he said, “What is 
He was told, “It is for Zaynab. She prays, and when sh« 
concentration or feels tired, she holds onto it.” At this the P. 
% said, “Untie it. Pray as long as you feel fresh, but whe 
lose concentration or become tired, you should stop.” 


Zaynab bint Jahsh S53 


Nab bint Jahsh, like Zaynab bint Khuzayma before her, 
sry generous to the poor, and indeed the Prophet said, 
peaking of her to his other wives, “She is the most 
Is among you.” 

fab bint Jahsh 4 was with the Prophet % for six years, 
sdfor another nine years after his death, dying at the age 
im) 20 AH, and thus fulfilling the Prophet’s indication 
je would be the first of his wives to die after him: 
as been related by “A’isha & that the Prophet, # once 
lis Wives, The one who has the longest hands among 
meet me again the soonest.” 

Sha added, “They used to measure each other’s hands 
whose Was longest, and it was the hand of Zaynab that 
songest, because she used to work by hand and give 
what she earned) in charity.” 

sMessenger of Allah % said to ‘Umar, “Zaynab bint Jahsh 
vO is full of prayer.” A man said, “Messenger of Allg 
that? He said, “The one who is humble and ears 


Sha also said of Zaynab, “I have never seen a WO 
as Zaynab, so God-fearing, so truthful, so attentive 
fieS,; SO generous, so self-sacrificing in everyday life 
Die; and thus so close to Allah, the Exalted.” 

eral years after the Prophet % had died, when Sayyidun 
was the khalif, great wealth came to the Muslims as 
Mf their victories in fighting the Persians. The treasure 
losroes, the Persian Emperor, fell into their hands, ane 
Umar 4 sent Zaynab a pile of gold as her share of the? 
©) she called her maid servant and told her to take a 
Or it to so-and-so, naming one of the poor people of 
Ie@alter another, she named all the poor people whom she 
Intil they had all received a share of the treasure. Then 
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he told her maid servant to see what was left All thatr 
of the large pile of cold was eighty dimars. and th 
accepted as her share. thanking Allah for it- but. bec 
believed so much money was a temptation, she asked 
that she would never witness such a large distnbution o 
again. 


By the time a year had passed, when “Umar ag 


distribute money amongst those wives of the a who we 


still alive, her prayer had been granted, for she 
passed away, may Allah be pleased with her. 


: had al 


Juwayriyya bint al-Harith 


@ bint Harith, may Allah be pleased with dee 
SProphet Muhammad, may Allah bless hun ada SEAN 
i 1D AH, when the Prophet was tittys« AHL VOAES ot 
AS tWenty, not long after his marriage to Zaynad Mat 
PMS a result of the Mushms SUCCESATUL QQATAP ALE 
> Banu Mustalig who were swittly deteated attor the 
et ise attack, 
ig the captives taken in this campaign was the beantttt 
ele of al-Harith, who was the etiel we 
faliq. She was afraid that once the Mustinns reat 
Was, they would demand an exorbitant FAnson 
se. After the Muslims had returned ta Niae 
ty and prisoners, she demanded 10 Re 
nmad ws, hoping that he would help to pre 
eing how beautiful she was, Aisha w 
ng the Prophet. 
We persisted, and eventually she Wa 
h M8, and was taken to him while t 
H¢ had finished speaking, the Prof 
iy Allah bless him and grant} 
ii hall | fell you what would be retiert 
i yen asked her to marry him, and @ 
os" Juwayriyya Was YOURE ANE 
sage, the Prophet Muhammad a WAR 
es and all her tribe from an ignoble fa 
yya, the Banu Mustaliq would be aie i 
mour, and with the humiliation of fh 
Io that it would no longer be felt. 
kona war of vengeance that WE 
the two parties had been a 
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She told her maid servant to see what was left. All that remained 
of the large pile of gold was eighty dinars, and this she 
accepted as her share, thanking Allah for it; but, because she 
believed so much money was a temptation, she asked Allah 
that she would never witness such a large distribution of wealth 
again. 

By the time a year had passed, when ‘Umar again came to 
distribute money amongst those wives of the Prophet who were 
still alive, her prayer had been granted, for she : had already 
passed away, may Allah be pleased with her. 


~ 


Juwayriyya bint al-Harith 


va bint Harith, may Allah be pleased with her, 
he Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant 
sin > AH, when the Prophet was fifty-eight years old 
Was twenty, not long after his marriage to Zaynab bint 
Navas a result of the Muslims’ successful campaign 
he Banu Mustalig who were swiftly defeated after the 
surprise attack. 

ig the captives taken in this campaign was the beautiful 
Ya, the daughter of al-Harith, who was the chief of the 
us liq. She was afraid that once the Muslims realised 
1¢ was, they would demand an exorbitant ransom for heg 
sase. After the Muslims had returned to Madinaww 
oty and prisoners, she demanded to see the B 
mmad 4, hoping that he would help to prevent ¥ 
pSeeing how beautiful she was, *A’isha was not 
eing the Prophet. | 
ut she : rsisted, and eventually she was perm it 
phet 4, and was taken to him while he was} 
ie had finished speaking, the Prophet #T 
it, may Allah bless him and grant him peace 
Shall I tell you what would be better than thi 
s then asked her to marry him, and she imme 
sd. Although Juwayriyya was young and beautif 
se lineage, the Prophet Muhammad was thinkit 
save her and all her tribe from an ignoble fate. By m 

Wayriyya, the Banu Mustaliq would be able to enter 

honour, and with the humiliation of their recen 
2d, so that it would no longer be felt necessa 


— 


ibark on a war of vengeance that would ha 
‘one of the two parties had been annihilate 


a: Lowe cs. 
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As soon as the marriage was announced, all the booty that 
had been taken from the Banu Mustalig was returned, and all 
the captives were set free, for they were now the ‘in-laws’ of 
the Prophet Muhammad. Thus “A’isha once said of Juwayriyya. _ 

I know of no woman who was more of a blessing to her people abiba Ramla bint Abu Sufyan, may Allah be pleased 


than Juwaynyya bint al-Harith.” Gum tact married the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah 


After they were married, the Prophet % changed her name ‘ imand grant him peace, in | AH, although she did not 
from Barra to Juwayriyya. 


pcome to live with him in Madina until 7 AH, when the 
It has been related by Juwayriyya 4 that early one morning oY Seeexty years old and she was thirty five. | 
the Messenger of Allah # left her room while she was doing mo, r abiba was the daughter of Abu Sufyan, W ho Lor 
the dawn prayer. He returned later that morning and she wa nis life enone of the most resolute enemies ol the 
still sitting in the same place. “Have you been sitting in the : s, Spending much of his great wealth in opposing the 
same place since I left you?” he asked. S, and leading the armies of the kafirun against the 
“Yes,” she replied. Ns in al the early major battles, including the battles of 
Whereupon the Prophet % said, “I recited four phrases th: hud and al-Khandaq. Indeed it was not until the cong 
times after I left you, and if these were to be weighed agains! Ka, when the Prophet generously pardoned him, thé 
what you have been reciting since dawn, they wou: mppraced Islam and began to fight with the M 
outweigh them. They are: “Glory be to Allah and Prais of against them. : 
Him as much as the number of His creations, and His p! nm © abiba and her first husband, who wé 
and the weight of His Throne, and the ink of His wo 


jullah ibn Jahsh, the brother of Zaynab bintJ 
Which reminds us of the following ayat of the Qu z the first people to embrace Islam in 


| nc nong those early Muslims who emigrate¢ 

Say: ‘If the sea were the ink for the words of M) to be safe. Once in Abyssinia, however, 

truly the sea would be used up jandoned Islam and became a Christian. He triedt 

before the words of my Lord were complet¢ become Christian, but she stood fast. This put Umm 

and even if We used the same again to assis cult ssition, since a Muslim woman can only be 
(Our an 


Muslim man. She could no longer live with hey “} 
Juwayriyya 2 was married to the Prophet * for : ! ce t ney had been divorced, she could not ret 
and lived for another thirty-nine years after his death 


wh 9 was still busy fighting the Muslims. 
50 AH at the age of sixty-five, may Allah be pleased jhe remained with her daughter i IN “AC 


imp! e life in isolation, waiting to ee 

or her. | 
day, as Umm Habiba sat in her soli 
| cot land far from her home, a ma 


n Habiba Ramla bint Abu Sufyan 
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on her door and said that she had been sent by the Negus who 
had a message for her. 

The message was that the Prophet Muhammad 3 had asked 
for her hand in marriage, and that if she accepted this proposal! 
then she was to name one of the Muslims in Abyssinia as he; 
wakil, so that the marriage ceremony could take place in 
Abyssinia even though she was not in the same place as the 
Prophet # 

Naturally Umm Habiba was overjoyed and accepted 
immediately. “Allah has given you good news! Allah has given 
you good news!” she cried, pulling off what little jewellery s! 
had and giving it to the smiling girl. She asked her to repeat the 
message three times since she could hardly believe her ears 

Soon after this, all the Muslims who had sought refuge 1 
Abyssinia were summoned to the palace of the Negus to wit 
the simple marriage ceremony in which the marriage cont 
was made between the Negus, acting on the Prophet's b: 
and her wakil, Khalid ibn Sa ‘id ibn al-As, acting on her be! 
When the marriage was finalised, the Negus address¢ 
gathering with these words: 

“T praise Allah, the Holy, and I declare that there is n 
but Allah and that Muhammad ts His servant and His mes: 
and that He gave the good news to Jesus the son of Mai 

“The Messenger of Allah % requested me to conclu: 
marriage contract between him and Umm Habiba, the da’ 
of Abu Sufyan. I agreed to do what he requested, and | 
behalf I give her a dowry of four hundred gold dinars.’ 

The Negus handed over the amount to Khalid ibn Sa‘i 

stood up and said: 

“All praise is due to Allah. I praise Him and I seek His 
and forgiveness and I turn to Him in repentance. | bear w: 
that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger who 
has sent with the deen of guidance and truth so that i 


prevail over all other religions, however much those who) 
dislike this. 


7 - 
SE 
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‘La igré ed to do what the Prophet 4 requested and acted as 
akil on behalf of Umm Habiba, the daughter of Abu Sufyan. 
Al ah bless His Messenger # and his wife. Congratulations 
Imm Habiba for the goodness which Allah has decreed for 
i hali a took the dowry and handed it over to Umm Habiba. 
1S alt 10ugh she could not travel to Arabia straight away, 
vas provided for by the Prophet, may Allah bless him and 
oH n peace, from the moment that they were married. 
It e} Muslims who had witnessed the marriage contract were 
bo it to leave, when the Negus said to them, “Sit down, 
bis the practice of the Prophets to serve food at marriages.” 
illy y everyone Sat down again to eat and celebrate the happy 
or Umm Habiba especially could hardly believe her gog 
recand she later described how eager she was to shag 
yINess, Saying: 
When I received the money as my dow 
igals of gold to the servant girl who had first 
500d news, and I said to her, ‘I gave you wh 
gave me the good news because at that tim 
mc honey at all.’ | 
Shortly afterwards, she came to meé 
7 0 produced a case which containe 
sn to her and gave it to me, saying, “The] 
jot to take anything from you, and he hé 
men in his household to present you with 
‘On the following day, she brought me a 
id aloe fiy00d oil and said, ‘I have a favou 
| “Wh 1 is it?’ L asked. wu 
[have accepted Islam,’ she r BS lie 
of I Auhammad xs. Plies 
n,and | let him know that. 
d ) not forget.” — 


as: 
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Six years later, in 7 AH, when the emigrant Muslims in 
Abyssinia were finally able to return to Arabia, Umm Habiba 
came to Madina and there the Prophet Muhammad *, who 
had just returned victorious from Khaybar, warmly welcomed 
her. Umm Habiba relates: 

“When I met the Prophet # I told him all about the 
arrangements that had been made for the marriage, and about 
my relationship with the girl. I told him that she had become a 
Muslim and conveyed her greetings of peace to him. He wa: 
filled with joy at the news and said, ‘Wa ‘alayha as-salam \. 
rahmatullahi wa barakatuhu’ — ‘And on her be the peace anc 
the mercy of Allah and His blessing.””’ 

The strength of Umm Habiba’s character can be measure 
by what happened shortly before the conquest of Makka, whe: 
her father, Abu Sufyan, came to Madina after the Quraysh h 
broken the treaty of Hudaybiyya, in order to try and re-negoti. 

a fresh settlement with the Prophet Muhammad and | 
Muslims. 

He first went to Umm Habiba’s room and was about to 
down on the blanket on which the Prophet % slept when U: 
Habiba, who had not seen her father for over six years, as! 
him not to sit on it and quickly folded it up and put it awe 

“Am I too good for the bed, or is the bed too good for n 
he asked. 

“How can the enemy of Islam sit on the bed of the H 
Prophet?” she replied. 

It was only after Abu Sufyan had embraced Islam, 3 
the conquest of Makka, and had become the enemy 0! 
enemies Of Islam, that Umm Habiba accepted and loved | 
again as her father. When she received the news that her fa! 
and brother Mu‘awiya, who later became the Khalif o! 
Muslims, had become Muslims after the conquest, she fell do 
in prostration to Allah out of thankfulness. 


' ps 2 ‘eer 
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Like all the wives of the Prophet #, Umm Habiba spent 
much of her time remembering Allah and worshipping Him. 
she has related that once the Prophet % said to her, “A house 
Ibe built in the Garden for anyone who, in the space of a 
Jay and a night, prays twelve voluntary rak‘ats;” and she added, 
Ihave never stopped doing this since | heard it from the 
essenger of Allah %.” 

Umm Habiba spent four years of her life with the Prophet 
fuhammiad 4: and lived for another thirty-three years after he 
ad died, dying at the age of seventy-two in 44 AH. may Allah 
= pleased with her. 


Safiyya bint Huyayy 


af y a bint Huyayy, may Allah be pleased with her, married 
| - Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him 
Seace, in 7 AH, when the Prophet was sixty years old and she 
: jas seventeen years old. As in the case of Juwayriyya bint al- 
Harith, this marriage occurred after one of the Muslim's decisive 
| batt! , in this case, the battle of Khaybar. 

Sy After the battle of Khaybar in which the Muslims defeated 
the . ews, two women were brought before the Prophet 
/ nh amad 35 by Bilal, the black mu ‘adhdhin of Madina whose 
eautif lly piercing voice constantly called the Muslims to 
wrayer right up until the Prophet’s death — after which he 4 


sould not bring himself to call the adhan any more, until 
y as present at the surrender of Jerusalem to the Khalit > 
in 17 AH. 

They had passed by those who had been killed int 
One of the two women was shrieking and screa 
ub ir g dust in her hair, while the other was mute WI 
The silent one was Safiyya, the daughter of Hu 
\khtab, the chief of the Banu Nadir who had all bee 
fom Madina in 4 AH after plotting to kill the Ml 
Allah by dropping a stone on his head as he sat tak 
their leaders. The noisy one was Safiyya’s cousin. Safi 
trace her lineage directly back to Harun, the brothel 
*rophet Moses, peace be on them. 

The Prophet Muhammad # asked someone to look aft 
Woman who was screaming, and then took off his cloak 
placed it over the shoulders of Safiyya, whose husban 
been killed in the battle. It was a gesture of pity, but fro 
moment she was to be honoured and given greatt 
Muslin community. | 
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Then the Prophet = 


women pass by those of their menfolk who have been killed” 
This was considered a severe reprimand, for the Messeng 
of Allah = 


not done.” 

Like Umm Habiba. Safiyya was the daughter of a great c 
The only person who could save her from becoming a s 
after having enjoyed such a high position was the Prophe' 
Although her father had planned to assassinate Muhammad 
after the battle of Uhud, and had conspired with the ! 
Ourayza to exterminate all the Muslims during the bat 
al-Khandaq, it was a characteristic of the Prophet Muhan 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, that he did n 
any grudges. For those who did wrong, he felt pity rath: 
anger, and for those who had done no wrong, he had even : 
compassion. 

The Prophet Muhammad invited Safiyya to e 
Islam, which she did, and having given her her freed 
then married her. Some people may have wondered ho\ 
that Safiyya could accept Islam and marry the Proph 
her father had been his bitter enemy, and when blood) 
had taken place between the Jews and the Muslims. Th« 
may be found in what she has related of her early li! 
daughter of the chief of the Banu Nadir. She said, may 
pleased with her: 

“I was my father’s favourite and also a favourite 
uncle Yasir. They could never see me with one of their « 
without picking me up. When the Messenger of Allah 
to Madina, my father and my uncle went to see him. It \ 
early in the morning, between dawn and sunrise. The\ 


turned to Bilal and said, “Bilal, has 
Allah plucked mercy from your heart that you let these tw: 


= very rarely criticised the behaviour of those wh 
served him. Anas 1bn Malik =. for example, once said, “I served 
the Messenger of Allah @ for eight years. He never once scolded 
me for something that I had done or for something that | had 
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urn until the sun was setting. They came back worn out and 
essed, walking with slow, heavy steps. I smiled to them as 
Ways did, but neither of them took any notice of me because 
| were so miserable. I heard Abu Yasir ask my father, ‘Is it 
m?? 

*Yes, it is.’ 

*Can you recognise him? Can you verify it?’ 

Nes, | can recognise him only too well.’ 

What do you feel towards him?’ 

Enmity, enmity as long as I live.’”’ 

Phe significance of this conversation is evident when we 
Pthat in the Torah of the Jews, it was written that a Prophet 
ld come who would lead those who followed him to victo 
sd before the Prophet Muhammad % came to Madina, th 
us c 1 to threaten the idol-worshippers of Yathrib, 2 
1called , that when the next Prophet came the believé 
z tc exterminate them, just as the Jews had exté 
tribes who refused to worship God in the past 
5 in the case of the Prophet Jesus, peace be on i 
een clearly described in the Torah — but rejecte d 
eJews when he actually came — the next and Ia 
Ccurately described in the Torah, which ¢ 
dy V yhich the Jews could easily recognise him 
ibar, one of the Jews of that time who embrz 
es the it this Prophet is described in the Torna ast 


slave, Ahmad, the Chosen, born in Makka, ¥ 
ill |emigrate to Madina (or he said Jayyiba — anoth 
ame given to Yathrib); his community will be t 

10 praise Allah in every state.’ | 


vs 


id “Amr ibn al-‘As said that it also says 1 ) 
‘Prophet, We have sent you as a witne’ 
dd news and a warner and a refuge f 
J are My slave and My messenger. If 
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Then the Prophet 2 turned to Bilal and said, “Bilal, has Puntil the sun was setting. They came back worn out and 
Allah plucked mercy from your heart that you let these two Sed, walking with slow, heavy steps. I smiled to them as 
women pass by those of their menfolk who have been killed?” ays did, but neither of them took any notice of me because 

This was considered a severe reprimand, for the Messenger jere so miserable. I heard Abu Yasir ask my father, ‘Is it 
of Allah # very rarely criticised the behaviour of those who 


served him. Anas ibn Malik #:, for example, once said, “‘I served Yes, it is.’ 
~ ims . ‘ ‘rn ‘me 
the Messenger of Allah 3 for Sent years. He never once scolded San you recognise him? Can you verify it? 


me for something that I had done or for something that | had Yes, I can recognise him only too well.’ 
not done.” What do you feel towards him?’ 

Like Umm Habiba, Safiyya was the daughter of a great chie! ' . enmity as long as | live.””’ 
The only person who could save her from becoming a slave iesignificance of this conversation is evident when we 
after having enjoyed such a high position was the Prophet * e hz nthe Torah of the Jews, it was written that a Prophet 
Although her father had planned to assassinate Muhammad ' mame who would lead those who followed him to victory. 


after the battle of Uhud, and had conspired with the Banu _Indee fore the Prophet Muhammad # came to Madina, the 
Qurayza to exterminate all the Muslims during the battle o | ised to threaten the idol- worshippers of Yathrib, as ity 


al-Khandagq, it was a characteristic of the Prophet Muhammad. lled. that when the next Prophet came the believers 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, that he did no! exterminate them, just as the Jews had extermil 
any grudges. For those who did wrong, he felt pity rath: n ¥ 4a ; who refused to worship God in the past. : 
anger, and for those who had done no wrong, he had even f Sin the case of the Prophet Jesus, peace be on hit 


compassion. : en clearly described in the Torah — but rejected by 
The Prophet Muhammad % invited Safiyya to e ) ws when he actually came — the next and last 

Islam, which she did, and having given her her free: cur ately described in the Torah, which alsoy 

then married her. Some people may have wondered ho ¥y wh ich the Jews could easily recognise him.’ 

that Safiyya could accept Islam and marry the Proph ) Ahbar, one of the Jews of that time who nba 

her father had been his bitter enemy, and when blood relates th: at this Prophet is described in the Torah as fo 


had taken place between the Jews and the Muslims. Th 
may be found in what she has related of her early |: 
daughter of the chief of the Banu Nadir. She said, may 
pleased with her: 

“I was my father’s favourite and also a favourite : | ) 
uncle Yasir. They could never see me with one of thei J Amr ibn al-‘As said that it also says if 
without picking me up. When the Messenger of Allah 
to Madina, my father and my uncle went to see him. Ii 
early in the morning, between dawn and sunrise. The 


y Five. Ahmad, the Chosen, born in MakKa, wi 
"emigrate to Madina (or he said Jayyiba — anothe 
e. piven to Yathrib); his community will bet 


pI aise Allah in every state.’ 


Prophet, We have sent you as a witness 
d news and a warner and a refuge for 
Tare My slave and My messenger. I ha 
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the one on whom people rely, one who is neither coarse 


nor vulgar, and who neither shouts in the markets nor 


repays evil with evil, but rather pardons and forgives 
Allah will not take him back to Himself until the crooked 
community has been straightened out by him and the 
say, [There is no god but Allah.” Through him, blind 
eyes, deaf ears and covered hearts will be opened. 


It was thanks to these descriptions in the Torah, that tl 
most learned rabbi of the Jews, “Abdullah ibn Salam, ha 
embraced Islam on seeing Muhammad % and it was becau 


of these descriptions that Huyayy ibn Akhtab was also 
recognise him. 

However Huyayy, like most of the other Jews, was 
disappointed that the last Prophet % was a descendant 0! 
and not of Ishaq, (the two sons of the Prophet Ibrahi 
be on them), since the Jews of that time claimed e 
descent from Ishaq, through the twelve sons of his so: 
(who was also known as Israel), from whom the twe! 
of Israel had originated. 

Not only did Huyayy resent the fact that the las 
had appeared amongst the Arabs, but also he did no! 
lose his position of power and leadership over his p 

It was for these reasons that Huyayy secretly ¢ 
oppose and fight the Prophet Muhammad * — while 
he and the other leaders of the Jews made peace tre 
the Muslims that the Jews repeatedly broke as soon as | 
a favourable time to do so. 

Although Safiyya was Huyayy’s daughter, she ha 
heart and had always wanted to worship her Creator a 
the One who had sent Moses, to whom she was rei: 
Jesus, and finally Muhammad, may the blessings and | 
Allah be on them. Thus as soon as the opportunity ai 
only to follow the last Prophet %, but also to be married 
she took it. 
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Although Safiyya had in Muhammad 4 a most kind and 
msiderate husband, she was not always favourably accepted 
some of his other wives, especially when she first joined 
Prophet’s household. It is related by Anas ibn Malik that 
Jone occasion, the Prophet # found Safiyya weeping. When 
Sked her what the matter was, she replied that she had heard 
tHafsa had disparagingly described her as ‘the daughter of 


fs Ww 
. of “ww. 


The Prophet % responded by saying, “You are certainly the 
Ighter of a Prophet [Harun], and certainly your uncle was a 
het [Moses], and you are certainly the wife of a Prophet | 
luhammad|, so what is there in that to be scornful towards 
» Then he said to Hafsa, “O Hafsa, fear Allah!” 
Mnce the Prophet # was accompanied on a journey 
yi and Zaynab bint Jahsh when Safiyya’s carne) went. 
ynab h ad an extra camel and the Prophet * asked I 
ild gi ve it to Safiyya. Zaynab retorted, “Sh 
Jew yess!” The Prophet % turned away from h 
dno have anything to do with her for twoo 
OW hi disapproval of what she had said. 
yme three years later, when Muhammé d ; 
cS pay felt for him deeply and sine 
” she said, “I wish it was I who we 
u.” Some of the wives winked at each” 
: = cross and he exclaimed, “By / 


i 


- still underwent difficulties after the death » 
o¢ eevee she owned went to the Amir al 
> and said, “Amir al-Muminin! Safi 
t ha d maintains ties with the Jews!” 
ir asked Safiyya about that and she sai 
J th re Sabbath since Allah replaced it es 
nly y ni 1intain ties with those. Ws 
ship.” 
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68 The Wives of the Prophet 


She asked her slavegirl what had posse ssed her to carry | 
to ‘Umar and the girl replied, “Shaytan!’ 
Safiyya said, “Go, you are free.” 
Safiyya 4 was with the Prophet for nearly four years. Sp, | 4 
was only twenty-one when the Prophet % died, and lived a. . )Maymuna bint al-Harith, may Allah be pleased with her, 
widow for the next thirty-nine years, dying in 50 AH at the ao, Weimaried the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant 
of SIxty, may Allah be pleased with her. | = him peace, in 7 AH, when the Prophet Was SIXLy years old and 
she \ was thirty-six years old. 
3 Maymiuna s sister, Umm al-Fad! Lubaba, was the mother 
; of ‘/ \bdullah ipn Abbas, the son of one of the uncles of the 
: ‘Prophet 4: and one of the wisest of his Companions. Umm al 
GE: dI Was One Of the earliest Companions of the Prophet. Once 
Abu lahab, the enemy of Allah and the Messenger of Allah 
| ente red the house of his brother, al-* Abbas, and proceeded to 
= ick *Abbas’ client, Abu Rati’. because he had embraced 
am. Abu Lahab knocked him to the ground and knelt on him, 
inuing to beat him. Umm al-Fad! grabbed a post that > 
e e and cracked it across Abu Lahab’s head, saying, 
yo u victimise him because his master 1s absent?’ Hewes e: 
| in sha me and died a week later. 
7 aynab bint Khuzayma, Umm al-Muminin, Wa 
fali-sister. Her other sisters included ‘Asma’ bint 
wife of Ja far ibn Abi Talib, who later married Sayyiat 
"Bakr, and Salma bint ‘Umays, the wife of Hamza, tf 
Allah’. Her full sisters were Lubaba, ‘Asma* and 
aymuna was thus one of the ‘A//u’l-Bayr 
Obihe House’, not only by virtue of being a wife of f 
may the blessings and peace of Allah be on him and Hig} 
Dutalso because she was related to him. : 
fayd ibn Arqam related that the Messenger of Allal 
2 you by Allah! The People of my House!” wre L 
was asked who were the People of the House 
: family of “Ali ibn Abi Talib, the family} 
ib, the family of ‘Aqil ibn Abi Talib, ane 
ibn “Abdal-Muttalib.” 


ies 


Maymuna bint al-Harith 


68 The Wives of the Prophet 


She asked her slavegirl what had possessed her to carry lies | | + Maymuna bint al-Harith 


to ‘Umar and the girl replied, “Shaytan!’ 

Safiyya said, “Go, you are free.” 

Safiyya #= was with the Prophet for nearly four years. She | _ ; | 
was only twenty-one when the Prophet * died, and lived as. -— | aeayt eee may Allah be pleased with her, 
widow for the next thirty-nine years, dying in 50 AH at the age > ied the Seeeeeneeenunac, may Allah bless him and grant 
of sixty, may Allah be pleased with her | him peace; in 7 AH, when the Prophet was sixty years old and 

P she was thirty-six years old. 

Maymuna’s sister, Umm al-Fad! Lubaba, was the mother 
of "Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas. the son of one of the uncles of the 
Prophet a= and one of the wisest of his Companions. Umm al- 
Fad] was one of the earliest Companions of the Prophet. Once 

=Apuleanab, the enemy of Allah and the Messenger of Allah, 
entered the house of his brother, al-° Abbas, and proceeded to 
| ttack SAbbas client. Abu Rafi’. because he had embraced 
Islam »Abu Lahab knocked him to the ground and knelt on him. 
; continuing to beat him. Umm al-Fadl grabbed a post that was 
there and cracked it across Abu Lahab’s head, saying, SY 
you ictimise him because his master is absent?” Hewetm 
in Shame and died a week later. 
Zaynab bint Khuzayma, Umm al-Muminin, : 
"half-sister. Her other sisters included ‘ Asma‘ bint “Using 
Wile of Ja far ibn Abi Talib, who later married Sayyid 
Bakr, and Salma bint ‘Umays, the wife of Hamza, the 
Allah’ Her full sisters were Lubaba, ‘Asma‘ and ‘I 
N aymuna was thus one of the ‘A//u’l-Bayt —4 
of the = House’, not only by virtue of being a wife of the Pr 
mayt he blessings and peace of Allah be on him and his} 
but al: $0 because she was related to him. 

Li ayd ibn Argam related that the Messenger of Allah & 
slimplore you by Allah! The People of my House!” three | 
in Zayd was asked who were the People of the House 2, ar E: 

“said, “The family of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, the family of 
Abi Talib. the family of “Agil ibn Abi Talib, andt 
al- f Abbas ibn “Abdal-Muttalib.” 
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70~=—sr The Wives of the Prophet Maymuna 
Maymuna, or Barra as she was then called, yearned to marr) 4 sources State that she died in 61 AH, in which case she was the 
the Prophet. She went to her sister, Umm al-Fad1, to talk to he | itor ihe wives of the Prophet * to die. 
about that and she, in turn, spoke to her husband, al-* Abba: S| fis related that at the funeral of Maymuna, Ibn ‘Abbas 
Al--Abbas immediately went to the Messenger of Allah * with . said, “This is the wife of Allah's Messenger, may Allah bless 
Maymuna s offer of marriage to him and her proposal wa: | hima d grant him peace, so when you lift her bier, do not shake 
accepted. When the good news reached her, she was on a came! f her or disturb her, but be gentle.” 
and she immediately got off the camel and said, “The cam: @ a It is also related by [bn “Abbas that he once stayed the 
and what is on it is for the Messenger of Allah *.” . nigh’ as a guest of Maymuna, who was his aunt, and the Prophet, 
They were married in the month of Shawwal in 7 AH - | may A ah bless him and grant him peace. They slept on their 
after the Muslims of Madina were permitted to visit Mak} -@ sCODlank et Tengthways, and he slept at the end, crossways. After 
under the terms of the treaty of Hudaybiyya, to perform ‘ hey had all slept for a while, the Prophet % rose in the middlé 
Allah Almighty sent down the following ayat about th: . of un 0 ight to pray the tahajjud prayer, and Ibn ‘Abbas jomne 


Any believing woman who dedicates 
her self to the Prophet 
if the Prophet wishes to wed her - 
this is only for thee, and not for the believers 


They y both did wudu'‘, and he prayed eleven rai ‘ats ¥ 
Pro phe ots. Then they both went back to sleep againunuaie 
Bilal 2 called the adhan, and the Prophet did anothenty 

rak‘ats, before going into the mosque to lead the Dé 


(Gur a | bn Abbas said that one of the du‘a’s that thee 
The Prophet # gave her the name, Maymuna ; ‘made duri ng this night was: “O Allah, place lighttnim 
“blessed”, and Maymuna lived with the Prophet fo: _ lightin my tongue, light in my hearing, lighti 
three years, until his death. She was obviously very go: "3 Coben me, light in front of me, light on my rig 1t 
and got on well with everyone, and no quarrel or dis "93 Cleft light above me and light below me; place lightim 
with any of the Prophet’s other wives has been rel - | inmy flesh, in my blood, in my hair and in my ski 
her. __iimy soul and make light abundant for me; make 


os 


‘A’isha 2 said about her, “Among us, she had th stant me light.” a 
of Allah and did the most to maintain ties of kinsh: . | SIs commonly agreed that it was a he P; 
It was in her room that the Prophet first bega @ somartied b aymuna “=, giving him now nine “ag € 
effects of what became his final illness and asked the ; Osawa, F afsa, Umm Salama, Zainab bint 
of his wives to stay in “A’isha’s room while it last« 7 Umm E viba, Safiyya and Maymun 
After the Prophet's death, may Allah fill his grave Was Tevea iled: a 
and light, Maymuna continued to live in Madina f ) . % ; It is not la ‘Tul for 
forty years, dying at the age of eighty, in 51 AH, m: Y 2 _ ~~ (O Muhammad, to mar 
pleased with her. She asked to be buried where she ha , i & \ ‘omen after this, nor tc bs cn 
the Prophet 2, at Saraf, and her request was carried i * for other wiv 


The Wives of the Prophet 


even though their beauty is pleasing to you, - | : —  #£=WMaria al-Qibtiyya 
except those whom your right hand possesses fF S- ‘dal 

(as maid servants); 
and Allah is always watching over everything. 


a | | | 

=Mariaal-Oibtiyya, may Allah be pleased with her, is said to 

iaveumaried the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him 
After this, the Prophet 4 did not marry again. 9 sand grant him Peace, and certainly everyone gave her the same 

" - ; ; r - ‘ a ae : , +4? : cr? . 

When, however, the Christian ruler, or Mugawais, of Egypt, “tile of respect as the Prophet's wives, ‘Umm al-Muminin — 

sent him two Christian slave-girls — who were sisters — as 4 _ __ Mother of the Believers’. 

gift (in response to the Prophet’s letter inviting him to embrace | 


(Qur an: 33.52) 


Me ia was born in upper Egypt of a Coptic father and Greek 
Islam), along with a fine robe and some medicine, the Prophet ; Smother and moved to the court of the Mugawgis when she was 
accepted one of the slave-girls, Maria, into his household; he - | Ssilvery young. she arrived in Madina to join the Prophet’s 
gave her sister, Serene, to a man whom he wished to honour. Se) household just after the Prophet % had returned from making 
namely Hassan ibn Thabit; he accepted the robe; and he returned 7 sCséthe treaty With the Quraysh which was contracted at al- 
the medicine with the message, “My Sunna is my medicine!” | Hudaybiyya. 

This occurred in 7 AH, when the Prophet 4 was sixty years old | Maria Save birth to a healthy son in 9 AH, the same year 


and Maria was twenty years old. ‘that h sdaughter Zaynab died, and the Prophet * named aig 
Nneweson lbranim. after the ancestor of both the Jews andi 
Christians, the Prophet from whom all the Prophets who Cag 
Naltennim were descended, may Allah bless all of them and gag 
them pe ace. E 
Unfortunately, when he was only eighteen monthg 
~ Ibrahin became seriously ill and died. Even though heyKii 
“that his small son would go to the Garden, the Pram 
)) Muhammad % could not help shedding some tears. When§oi 
)of his Companions asked him why he was weeping, he rept 
~“‘Ttis my humanness.” | 
As Ibrahim’s body was being buried, the sun was ee if 
and it grew dark and gloomy. Some people thought that 
Was connected with Ibrahim’s death, but the Prophet % SO@E 
clari: ied this: 
The sun and the moon are two of Allah's signs,” he 3 sai 
“They are not eclipsed because of anyone’s birth or death) Wher 
you see these signs, make haste to remember Allah in pray 


74 The Wives of the Prophet 


Although the kafirun used to mock the Prophet Muhammad . ie The Position of ‘A’isha 


*% because he had no sons, and say that he was ‘cut off’, Allah 
made it clear in the following sura that the station of the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, wa 


he Prophet s wives in Madina, may Allah be pleased with 
above that of any other man: 


‘ : f them, it is clear that it was ‘A’ isha +: that the Messenger 

In the Name of Allah the Merciful the Compassionate a lah % loved the most: 
Surely we have given you Al-Kawthar, i" From time to time, one or another of his Companions would 
so pray to your Lord , ask lim who it was that he loved the most, and the Prophet, 
and offer sacrifice. 4 . /Allah bless him and grant him peace, did not always give 
Surely he who mocks you is the one cut off. ; gi same answer to this geno" for he felt great lov. e lor many 

(Our an: 108 | 
Allah also says in the Qur’ an: 


Muhammad is not the father of any man among you, 
but he is the Messenger of Allah 
and the Seal of the Prophets; 


and Allah has knowledge of everything. She too loved him greatly in return and often. would 


(UU) ai ‘4 I : s surance from him that he loved her. “How 1 Is ur t 
' me a she once asked. | 
aa Like the rope’s knot,” he replied, meaning > URES : 


Maria 4 was honoured and respected by the Prop! 
his Family and Companions. She spent three years o! 
with the Prophet, until his death, and died five year: 
16 AH, may Allah be pleased with her. For the last | 
of her life she remained a recluse and almost neve! 
except to visit the grave of the Prophet % or her so. 
After her death, “Umar ibn al-Khattab : led the p: oe. PAE . wes 
ey. . | help being jealous if his attentions were directed towa 
her and she was buried in al-Baq’. . he a = 
a; more e than what seemed enough to her. She once a§ 
Messi enger of Allah, tell me about yourself. if you ve € 
Re yo slopes of a valley, one of which had not 
Ww eee other had been grazed, on which § 
i > your flocks?” : 
7 ‘O | the one that had not been gra 
Allah bless him and grant him p 


= 
“i s 


lhe Wives oT the Proph [ 
“Even so,” she said, “ 
wives. Every one of them had a husband before you 
myself.’ 


The Prophet 4 


smiled and said nothing. 


It is clear that in spite of his wives’ high station with Allal 


may Allah be pleased with them, they were still human, : 


times rather jealous of each other. Thus, for example 


been related by “A’isha -¢s that the Prophet 


usually vis 
wives every afternoon, after the 


he stayed longer than usual in the room of Zaynab bin 


for someone had given her some honey, of which the Pr 


was very fond. 


~At this,” said “A’isha, “I felt jealous, and |, Hafsa 


and Safiyya agreed between ourselves that as he visit 


of us, we would tell him that there was a funny sme! 
from his mouth from what he had eaten, for we knev 
was particularly sensitive to offensive smells. 
Everything went as planned, and as a result, the P! 
vowed that he would never eat honey again 


reprimanded by the revelation of the following 


O Prophet, why do you forbid 
what Allah has made lawful for you, 
in seeking to please your wives? 
And Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 


(Oi 


Allah made the whole matter known to the Pro) 
he confronted the one whose idea it had been with 


So when he told her about it, she said, 
‘Who told you this?’ 
He said, ‘I was told by the Knowing, the Aw: 


((/ 


a 


re ( 
‘Asr prayer. On one occ 
t | 


~*~ 


and | am not like any of your oth 


| 


The Position of A‘i'’sha 
Mhis incident indicates the extent of the Prophet’s submission 
toAl llah. The Prophet % was the means by which Allah taught 
the luslims their deen in every moment and situation. What 
ie ithave seemed an innocent bit of fun to his wives, may 
Allah’be pleased with them, was not permitted by Allah to result 
in: iny alieration to the Audud of Allah, to what is permitted 
r and y what i is forbidden by Allah, for if the Prophet * had never 
eaten joney again, then many of his Companions and followers 
| might it have done likewise. 
On another occasion, when one of the Prophet’s other wives, 
Umm. nr : Salama «, complained on their behalf about the fact that 


more presents Were being given to the Prophet on the day that 


he was swith Aisha than on the days when he was with hi 
other w ives, he #% replied, “O Umm Salama, do not troublem 
“by harming “Aisha, for by Allah. the Divine inspiral ine 
came t Ome while I was under the blanket of anya woman am 
yu e) xcept her.” 
Mere nto Allah from troubling you, O Messeng 
sh she S id. 
ey me ever the Prophet’s other wives were sf 
asked Fatima % to speak to the i or 
he i She raised the subject, he said, may A 
F pant r iEsace, “O my daughter, do you not 
“Yes,” she said. 
“Th Eilove her,” he replied. : 

"On another occasion, ‘A’isha was on a jourm 
phet % and some of his Companions. She had b 
necklace from her sister Asma‘ and during the } jour 
disco yere d that she had mislaid it. The journey was? 


while some of the Companions looked for ita id aft 


’ 


Pronk - 
BO Nae 


‘the time for the prayer came. There was no W 


Jov udu’ so they became very agitated ab: 


toA bu Bakr 4 and said, “Do you see whe 


| hee Pos) 


She has caused the Messenger of Allah a eee Te —_ no: joke to be seen coming from the Prophet's home for weeks 


atime - meaning that there was not even flour to bake bread, 
let alone meat — so that all there was to eat was dates and water. 
a that Came from palms whose roots the Prophet * said 
Were in the Garden. 
-_ Onanother occasion, a begegal asked ~A‘isha for some food 
@She was fasting, and there was only a loaf of bread in hei 
§) She said to her maid servant, “Give it to him. 
DBut you Will not have anything to eat when you break your 
on a journey needs to do wudu’ but has no wate! fast,” protested her servant. 
Usayd 1tbn Hudayr said to Abu Bakr &. “This is not the firs fi 4 “Give it to him,” repeated *‘A’isha. So she did so 
? | sWhen evening came, the people of the house of a man who 
a Ol Usually give to them, gave them a sheep and some food 
peo With it. A’isha called her servant and said, “Eat trom 
eri is better than your loat of bread!” 
Ithas been related by *A’ isha +e, that once when 1 wa 
Prophet's turn to spend the night with her, he quiety™ gC 
tov ards the end of the night and slipped out of the roomy 
poo quietly behind him. *A’isha was curious to see 


where there is no water!” 

Meanwhile, the Prophet # had fallen asleep 
resting against “A’isha’s leg. Abu Bakr went up to 
Started to poke her and upbraid her for holding up the | 
when they did not have any water. She did not move bec 
she did not want to disturb the Prophet’s sleep. The Proph 
soon woke up and the ayats about tayammum were reveal 


making it clear to everyone what should be done when a Mus 


blessing to have come from your family,” and to “A’isha, * Ma 
Allah reward you with good! By Allah, whenever you have | 
difficulty, Allah relieves you of it and gives a blessing to th 
Muslims by it as well!” 

When they were about to resume their journey, °A isha 
camel rose to its feet — and there was the necklace. [he cam 


A, 
ih 


had been lying on it all the time! 
Being the daughter of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr , who on on 
occasion had given away all his wealth to be spent in the w was going, thinking that he had waited until he thug 


of Allah, and the wife of Muhammad %, who kept nothing f: was Biter Quickly she got up, covered her head nae 

himself, “A’isha #4 was very generous. On one occasion, 1 7 > followed him until he came to the graveyard of al-Bae 

Prophet had sacrificed an animal, and “A ‘isha was so gener . = is @ stood there,” said *A’isha, “and he stood for. 

in Sharing the meat out amongst the poor that she found 1! i time. Then he lifted his hands (in prayer) three times, 

she had lett nothing for the Messenger s large household exce, = turn ec ‘a so | turned. He quickened his step, so! quil 

one shoulder of the animal. Feeling a little distressed, she v — ny step. He began to run, so | began to run. I got backt 

to Muhammad &, and said, “I ve only been able to save 1 os | 7 1e d iF Bid entered my room and lay down. He came in} 
“That is the only part that you have not saved, smile ; | id, ‘Why are you out of breath, *A’isha? 

Prophet #%, “for whatever you give away in the Name of A : ‘It’s nothing.’ I said. 

you save, and whatever you Keep for yourself, you los« | * Ime, or the One Who is All-Pervading and All-Aware 
it is Sometumes forgotten that the Prophet Muhan E : 

and his wives and Companions, may the blessings and px . = aad essenger of Allah,’ 1 said, “may my father and mo er 

of Allah be on him.and on his Family and his ¢ OM panion 4 @ a AL som for you, * and then | told him. 

ver) simple lives. It has been related thal Somelwmes there 4 ; 1 ss /as it you who | Saw running in front of me?’ 


‘m 
é 
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She has caused the Messenger of Allah % to stop at a place 
where there 1s no water!” 

Meanwhile, the Prophet # had fallen asleep with his head 
resting against “Aisha’s leg. Abu Bakr went up to ‘A’ isha and 
started to poke her and upbraid her for holding up the people 
when they did not have any water. She did not move because 
she did not want to disturb the Prophet’s sleep. The Prophet 
soon woke up and the ayats about tayammum were revealed. 
making it clear to everyone what should be done when a Muslim 
on a journey needs to do wudu’ but has no water. 

Usayd ibn Hudayr said to Abu Bakr s, “This is not the firs! 
blessing to have come from your family,” and to “Aisha, * May 


Allah reward you with good! By Allah, whenever you have a 
difficulty, Allah relieves you of it and gives a blessing to the 


Muslims by it as well!” 


When they were about to resume their journey, *A’isha's 
camel rose to its feet — and there was the necklace. The came! 


had been lying on it all the time! 
Being the daughter of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr , who on on 


occasion had given away all his wealth to be spent in the wa 


of Allah, and the wife of Muhammad %, who kept nothing fo: 


himself, “Aisha 2 was very generous. On one occasion, th 


Prophet had sacrificed an animal, and “A’isha was so generous 
in sharing the meat out amongst the poor that she found tha 


she had left nothing for the Messenger’s large household exce, 
one shoulder of the animal. Feeling a little distressed, she we 
to Muhammad *%, and said, “I’ve only been able to save this 

“That is the only part that you have not saved,” smiled th 
Prophet #, “for whatever you give away in the Name of Alla! 
you save, and whatever you keep for yourself, you lose.” 

[t is sometimes forgotten that the Prophet Muhammad 
and his wives and Companions, may the blessings and pea 
of Allah be on him and on his Family and his Companions, |« 
very simple lives. It has been related that sometimes there wa 


The Position of A‘t'’sha 


no smoke to be seen coming from the Prophet's home for weeks 
ata time — meaning that there was not even flour to bake bread, 
let alone meat — So that all there was to eat was dates and water, 
da e ; that came from palms whose roots the Prophet # said 
W ere in the Garden. 

On another occasion, a beggar asked ‘A ‘isha for some food 
while she was fasting, and there was only a loaf of bread in her 
house, She said to her maid servant, “Give it to him.” 

» But you will not have anything to eat when you break your 
fast,” protested her servant. 

“Give it to him,” repeated “A’isha. So she did so. 

NWhen evening came, the people of the house of a man who 
did not usually give to them, gave them a sheep and some food 
to go ) with it. “A isha called her servant and said, “Eat tromy 
this. This is better than your loaf of bread!” 

4 Ithas been related by ‘A’isha #:, that once when it wash 
Prophet's turn to spend the night with her, he quietly gOm 
towards the end of the night and slipped out of the room, closin 
t 1e door quietly behind him. *A’isha was curious to see We 
ie Was going, thinking that he had waited until he though 

as asleep. Quickly she got up, covered her head and $1 
followed him until he came to the graveyard of al-Baqt 

“He stood there,” said ‘A’isha, “and he stood for all 

ime. Then he lifted his hands (in prayer) three times, an 
umed to go, so I turned. He quickened his step, so] quich en 
ny s tep. He began to run, so I began to run. | got back Be 
hedid, and entered my room and lay down. He came in’ 
aid, ‘Why are you out of breath, ‘A’ isha?’ 

“It's nothing,’ | said. 

By i or the One Who is All-Pervading and All-Aware 

“ill tell me. 

“ey Messenger of Allah,’ I said, ‘may my father and mothe 
€ a. Aral insom for you,’ and then | told him. i 
= Was it you who I saw running in front of me?? he 


A) The Wives of the Prophet 


“*Yes, I replied, and he hit me on the chest and it hurt 


~*Did you think that Allah and His Messenger would treat 


you unjustly?’ he asked. 
‘Whatever anyone conceals, Allah knows it,’ I replied 


‘When you saw me leaving,’ the Prophet % explained, ‘i 


was because Jibril had come to me. He called me without 
knowing it, and I replied, but without you knowing it, be« 
you were not fully dressed. I thought that you were asleep. 
did not want to awaken you in case you were frighten« 
(Jibril) said, “Your Lord has commanded you to go to the | 
of al-Baqi and to ask forgiveness for them.” 

“I said, ‘How should I pray for them? 

“Say: “Peace be on the people of this place (the gr 
from among the believers and the Muslims, and m: 
have mercy on those who have gone ahead of us, and | 
who will follow later; and insh Allah we will join y 

As the day of his own death approached, may A! 
him and grant him peace, it 1s clear that the Prophet 
die in the company of “A’isha, for it is reported that du 
final illness, which was probably the result of the pois 
that he had been given at Khaybar, he enquired, “Whe: 
be tomorrow, where will I be tomorrow?” 
it would soon be *A’isha’s turn to be with him. In fact 
% asked his wives’ permission to remain in “A’isha‘s ro 
his illness, and his other wives, may Allah be pleased \ 
agreed to forego their turns. 

For much of the time during his last few days on ¢ 
Prophet # lay on a couch with his head resting on ‘A 
breast or lap. She it was who repeatedly recited the 
suras of the Qur'an, the two suras of seeking protect 
then blew her breath over him, just as he had taught he 
the past, and then passed his hand over his body. It is rel: 
‘A‘isha that she used his hand rather than her own, beca 

knew that his hand had greater healing in it than her | 


SICe he Wa 


may 


3, : 

f oe The Position of A‘i'sha_ 8l 
.- 2 

is 

te . She it was who took a toothstick from her brother, chewed 


tio soften it and then gave it to the Prophet %. Despite his 
~ weakness, he rubbed his teeth with it vigorously. “So,” said 
Pvishs Some time later, “Allah made my saliva mix with his 
iva On his last day in this world and his first day in the next 


a. 
Be q 


Not long afterwards. he * * lost consciousness and ‘A’isha 


apes 


, 


a 


, a it was the onset of death. but after a while. ne opened 
ay; Seyes and murmured, ~The Highest Company ...” “A’isha 
i *membered that when the Prophet % had been in good health 
& 1 the past, he had said, “No Prophet is taken by death until he 
i as been shown his place in the Garden, and then offered the 
rf ct dice, to remain in this world or to go to the Next World.) 

i Be remberine these words, she said to herself, “Thenwi 

i , 


: Wi not stay with us.” r 
" Then she heard him murmur, “O Allah, forgive meame 
mercy On me and join me with the Highest Co pany 
4 pe yple whom Allah has blessed from among the pes op! | 


- 


~~ 


anc ace truthful ones, and the martyrs, and the” 
is — and the best of company are they.’” (O ur 


i it was then that “A’isha knew that he had neen ¢ 
i shoice, and that he had made it. | 

3 Again she heard him murmur, “O Allah, wi he 

fF ‘Or npany, and these were the last words she hear@iiir 


( Ga dually his head grew heavier upon her breast, 
BC She laid it on the pillow. Her beloved husband, het 
Hah, the Seal of the Prophets, the Best of Creation 
BE. Alla ‘bless him and grant him peace abundantly, had d 
ah era rms. 

a At the time of his death, the Prophet Muham ad. al 
& bes him and grant him peace, was sixty hre 
‘Aisha 2 was eighteen. 

/ Atfi irst the Prophet's Companions wi 
shoulc be buried, but then Abu Bakr as-Sit 
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“Yes, I replied, and he hit me on the chest and it hurt | Shei if Was Who took a toothstick from her brother, chewed 
~ Did you think that Allah and His Messenger would treat r | pit to soften it and then gave it to the Prophet *%. Despite his 

4 w 2a ess, he rubbed his teeth with it vigorously. “So,” said 

‘Nisha Some time later, Allah made my saliva mix with his 

~ sal iliva on his last day in this world and his first day in the next 


you unjustly?’ he asked. 
“Whatever anyone conceals, Allah knows it,’ I replied 
~~When you saw me leaving,’ the Prophet * explained 
was because Jibril had come to me. He called me without \g orld.” 
knowing it, and I replied, but without you knowing it, bec - | . Ot long aiterwards, he % lost consciousness and ‘A’isha 
you were not fully dressed. I thought that you were aslee i th a it Was the onset of death, but after a while, he opened 
did not want to awaken you in case you were frighten | gs his ¢ yes and murmured, “Ihe Highest Company ...” ‘A’isha 
(Jibril) said, “Your Lord has commanded you to go to tne | | © remembered that when the Prophet * had been in 200d health 
of al-Baqi’ and to ask forgiveness for them.” | in h > past, he had said. No Prophet is taken by death until he 
“1 said, “How should | pray for them?’ a 4 has bee nm shown his place in the Garden, and then offered the 
“Say: “Peace be on the people of this place (the g1 | Wchoice, to remain in this world or to go to the Next World.” 
from among the believers and the Muslims, and m. Remembering Eiese words, she said to herself, “Thema 
have mercy on those who have gone ahead of us, and | \ vill nc ot stay with us.’ | 
who will follow later; and insh ‘Allah we will join y: q T ie She heard him murmur, “O Allah, forgive mejang 
As the day of his own death approached, may All: iim ercy | ‘On me and join me with the Highest Compl 
him and grant him peace, it is clear that the Prophet v people whom Allah has blessed from among the 1 
die in the company of ‘A’ isha, for it is reported that di . ; ena th e truthful ones, and the martyrs, and the ri 
final illness, which was probably the result of the poiso! ieee pone the best of company are they.”” (Our @ 
that he had been given at Khaybar, he enquired, “Whe S ~)) Ttwas then that “A’isha knew that he % had beer . 
be tomorrow, where will I be tomorrow?” since he wa che dice, and that he had made it. | 
it would soon be *A’isha’s turn to be with him. In fact the | Agail 1 she heard him murmur, “O Allah, with he 
% asked his wives’ permission to remain in ‘A’isha’s roon — o e mpal ny,” ~and these were the last words she heard him 
his illness, and his other wives, may Allah be pleased wi! eS | Gr adu i lly his head grew heavier upon her breast, and? 
agreed to forego their turns. dit on the pillow. Her beloved husband, the Messen § 
For much of the time during his last few days on ea of Allah, ‘the Seal of the Prophets, the Best of Creation, nt 


Prophet 4 lay on a couch with his head resting on “A Allah b less him and grant him peace abundantly, had died i 


- ; : c& - ’ 
breast or lap. She it was who repeatedly recited the | er = . 
suras Of the Qur'an, the two suras of seeking protecti 


At the time of his death, the Prophet oe may 
then blew her breath over him, just as he had taught her | 
the past, and then passed his hand over his body. It is rela 


es: s hirr and grant him peace, was sixty-three ye 
‘A’isha that she used his hand rather than her own. beca 


isha > Was eighteen. 
At fi rst the Prophet’s Companions were nots su 
knew that his hand had greater healing in it than her ha 


she uld b buried, but then Abu Bakr as-Siddiq 
q 
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that while he was alive, the Prophet had said that Prophets were 
always buried where they had died, so the Prophet # was buried 
1 “A’isha’s room where he had died. 

‘A’ isha has related that during his final illness, Umm Habiba 
and Umm Salama mentioned that when they had been in 
Abyssinia they had seen a church which had pictures in it. The 
Prophet * replied, “When one of their righteous people die. 
they build a place of worship on his grave and then decorate it 
with such pictures. In the sight of Allah they will be the worst 
of people on the Day of Judgement.” 

‘Aisha has also related that the Prophet 4 said, “Allah has 
cursed the Jews and the Christians because they made the graves 


of their Prophets and righteous ones places of worship.” *A’isha 
continued, “If it had not been for this, his grave would have 


been in an open place, but it could not be so, due to the fact tha 
it might become a mosque.” 

In the passage of time, the Prophet's mosque in Madi 
was enlarged again and again, so that now his grave is no long: 
next to the mosque, but inside it. Indeed today the extent of t 
mosque now covers the entire area of what used to be Madi 
in the time of the Prophet #. However, although the hearts | 
the millions of Muslims ne visit Madina every year are fil! 
with love for the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him a 
grant him peace, they are always careful to direct their wors! 
towards Allah alone, perhaps remembering the words 
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr when he first spoke to the Muslims w 
could not believe that their beloved Prophet had actually di 

“Whoever worshipped Muhammad, Muhammad is de: 
and whoever worships Allah — Allah is the Living and does 
die.” 

Then he quoted the ayar: 


Muhammad is only a Messenger, 
whom other messengers have preceded. 


The Position of A‘t sha 62 


: Will it be that when he dies or is killed, 
; you will turn back on your heels? 
_ And whoever turns back on his heels 
~ will not harm Allah in the least, 
and Allah will reward the thankful. 
a oa (Our’an: 3.144) 
Thus ‘ity as that the Family and Companions of the Prophet 


Muhi ammad, , may the blessings and peace of Allah be on him 
and them, hi ad to accept the inevitable, even though no loss 


ever had bi een Or ever would be as great as theirs 
thas been related by Anas ibn Malik that after the death 

of the Messe nger of Allah # Sayyiduna Abu Bakr : said to 
duna Ume ifs.) Let us visit Umm Ayman | who had looked 


=r th Prop! net when he was a small boy], for the Messenger 


of Allah ‘used to visit her.” 


eat: 
Wt hen the y came to her -2s. she was weeping, and they Said 
Why a Syvou weeping? What the Messenger of Allah, 
\llah bless s him and grant him peace, has now 1s better 


Geping because I am unaware of the fact that 
| per of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant 
him ene a is better than this, she replied, ° ‘but Le 
veeping Neca use the revelation that used to come from 
a ed.” 

This r vt | d both of them to tears, and they began 


A aehaS Siddiga #:, who once said, “O would that [Wg 
~af on: er ived on for another fifty years after the Prophe 
death, may y Alla h bless him and grant him peace, dying att 
xe of in ty-e zht, in 58 AH, may Allah be pleased with he 
ng that time she saw many changes, not all of w hick 
sant ones, for with the expansion and the conquests 
ie eee Th § experienced. there came wealth, and with the 
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‘Aisha has related that during his final illness, Umm Habiba 
and Umm Salama mentioned that when they had been in 
Abyssinia they had seen a church which had pictures in it. The 
Prophet 35 replied, “When one of their righteous people die, 
they build a place of worship on his grave and then decorate it 
with such pictures. In the sight of Allah they will be the worst 
of people on the Day of Judgement.” 

‘Aisha has also related that the Prophet % said, “Allah has 
cursed the Jews and the Christians because they made the graves 
of their Prophets and righteous ones places of worship.” ‘A’isha 
continued, “If it had not been for this, his grave would have 
been in an open place, but it could not be so, due to the fact tha 
it might become a mosque. ” 

In the passage of time, the Prophet's mosque in Madin 
was enlarged again and again, so that now his grave 1s no longs 
next to the mosque, but inside it. Indeed today the extent of th 
mosque now covers the entire area of what used to be Madi: 
in the time of the Prophet #. However, although the hearts « 
the millions of Muslims oie visit Madina every year are fill: 
with love for the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him a 
grant him peace, they are always careful to direct their wors! 
towards Allah alone, perhaps remembering the words 
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr when he first spoke to the Muslims \ 
could not believe that their beloved Prophet had actually di 

“Whoever worshipped Muhammad, Muhammad is de: 
and whoever worships Allah — Allah is the Living and does | 

die.” 
Then he quoted the ayat: 
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Will it be that when he dies or is killed, 
> you will turn back on your heels? 
Anc whoever turns back on his heels 
| will not harm Allah in the least, 


and Allah will reward the thankful. 
S- (Qur’an: 3.144) 


S$ it was that the Family and Companions of the Prophet 
immié gum ay the blessings and peace of Allah be on him 


d them, he to accept the inevitable, even though no loss 
: been 0 r ever would be as great as theirs 
It has been re lated by Anas ibn Malik -* that after the death 
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i ae ae 


Vi ger of Allah % Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 2» said to 


luna rar ee eet us Visit Umm Ayman [who had looked 
z a 
i Proph ‘ when he was a small DOY |, for the Messenger 


‘used to visit her.” 

ne n they came to her 4s, she was weeping, and they said 
‘Why are you weeping ? What the Messenger of Allah, 
—_ and grant him peace, has now 1s better 


ot W Baie because I am unaware of the fact that 

ne WV Reser sen of Allah, may Allah bless him and gran 
ey has now is better than this,” she replied, “but 
7 becaus¢ ithe revelation that used to come fem 


lis moved both of them to tears, and they bega 


oe 
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ens nas ceasec 


NSiddiqa 4, who once said, “O would that | We 

SM lived on for another fifty years after the Propit 
1ay a him and grant him peace, dying a@ 
ixty-el ght an58 AH, may Allah be pleased with hie 
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Muhammad is only a Messenger, 
whom other messengers have preceded. 
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wealth came disagreements and power struggles, and as we all 
know, the Prophet % said, “I do not fear poverty for my commun 
ity, but I fear wealth for them, for it may destroy them as i! 
destroyed the people before them.” 

‘A’isha, however, like all of the Prophet’s wives, may Allal 


be pleased with all of them, remained detached from this world 


and longed to be re-united with the Prophet * in the next; b 


while she was alive, she passed on her knowledge and wisdom 


to everyone who came to her. Much of what she # transmit! 
was recorded in written form, and so countless Muslims h; 
continued to benefit from it mght up until today. 

Abu Musa reported that Allah’s Messenger, may Allah b 
him and grant him peace, said, “There have been man) 
who have reached perfection, but no women have rea 
periection except Mary, the daughter of ‘Imran, Asiyy: 
wite of Pharaoh, and the excellence of “A’isha as compare 
other women is that of tharid |meat or vegetable stew, wh 
was the Prophet's favourite food] over all other foods.” 


Conclusion 


. 


~ Qadi “lyad relates that the Prophet said, may Allah bless him 


an d grant him peace, Recognition of the Family of Muhammad 
is fre ireedom from the Fire. Love of the Family of Muhammad is 
CFOs sing over the Sirat. Friendship for the Family of Muhammad 
is safe ety from the Fire.” 


Or ne of the. ‘ulama’ said, ~“Recognition’ in this case means 


recogr ising their place i in relation to the Prophet %. Recognition 
5 of that brin, ngs with it fecognition of the rights and respect, at 
4 jareidue't 9 them because of it.’ 


Qadi ‘Iyad d also wrote: 
“Cursing the people of the Prophet’s house, 


~ his Companions, and disparaging them is haram, 
aoe DES it is cursed. J 


Abdu ah ibn Mughaffal said that the Messe 


% said,“ “Allat bua, my Companions By O 
eee tern ne. Whoever loves them, it 
loves them. Whoever hates them, incurs | ny hate yy 


- 


{4 
Whe ever hi a T them has harmed me. Whoe 


> harmed Allah. . Whoever harms Allah is ¢ abou 


( (At-T irmic thi). 
The Messeng - r of Allah, may Allah bles 


him peace, said, Di 0 » not curse my Companigail 
them, the curse of Allah and the angels and a 
~ him. All h\ will not mecccept any recompense OF 3 


trom him.’ ce - | . 

: sport et % said, “Do not « rsesriy Gomenan 
wulean eat end fi me who will cu 
Do not m é and d do ni notjg in with the 


(o) a sit | in th 
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The Prophet # said, “Whoever curses my Companions, beat 
him.” 


‘7 


The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. 
reported that cursing and harming them harmed him. It is haram 
to harm the Prophet *. 

He said, “Do not harm me in respect of “Aisha.” 


He said about Fatima, “She is part of me. What harms her 
harms me.” 


The best known position with respect to speaking ill of the 
Companions is that adopted by the school of Malik. 

Malik said, “Whoever reviles the Prophet, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, is killed. Whoever reviles his Compan 
ions should be disciplined.” 

Qadi ‘lyad also wrote: 

It is related from Malik that anyone who curses Abu Baki 
flogged whereas anyone who curses “A’isha ts killed. He y 
asked, “Why is that?” He said, “Whoever attacks her h 
opposed the Qur'an.” 

Ibn Sha‘ban related this from Malik because Allah has sa 
“Allah wishes that you should never repeat the like o! 
again if you are believers,” (Qur'an: 24.18): so whoever ¢ 
repeat the like of it has disbelieved. 

Qadi ‘lyad also wrote: 

There are two positions regarding someone who curses ¢ 
of the wives of the Prophet % other than *A‘isha. One posi! 
is that he is killed because he has cursed the Prophet % by curs 
his wife. The other is that she is considered to be like the ot! 
Companions. He is flogged with the hadd for slandet 
Sha‘ban takes the first position. 


Abu Mus‘ab related from Malik that someone who cu: 
someone who ts connected to the House of the Prophet is gi\ 
a painful beating and imprisoned for a long time until | 


repentance 1s clear because he has made light of what is due 
the Messenger %. 
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fuhammad, and on his Family, and on his 
js, and on all who follow him and them in what 
ble with sincerity until the Last Day. 
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Among the best of women were the wives of the Prophet 


Muhammad, may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him. 
They lived their lives within the limits ordamed by Allah and 
achieved greatness through their actions. They are admired and 
respected fo this day and Muslim women the world over seek to 
follow their example. This work is an introduction to the 


/mmuhat-ul-Mu’mineen, the Mothers of the Believers. 


